
 

GOOD TIDINGS newsletter 

 

                               

Dear Church, 
 
We are so fortunate.  
 
By God’s grace and through your love, new faces continue to walk 
through our doors and join us online. Some come out of  curiosity, others 
in search of  hope. Many bring unspoken burdens or deep questions. 
Sometimes they share them with us. Sometimes they don’t. But always, 
they are looking for something—often a connection—long before they 
are looking for doctrine or belief. 
 
In these times, community is not just meaningful—it’s essential. And yet, 
forces around us constantly work to divide and isolate. What was once 

our greatest strength—shared community—now feels more and more fragile.  
 
That’s why the way we welcome others matters. 
 
A smile at the door and a warm greeting at the welcome table are a beautiful start. But just as 
important is the culture we create—the ways in which our words, our worship, and even our spaces 
reflect the love of  Christ before we ever say a word. 
 
As we continue to grow into a church of  that welcomes people in unexpected ways, here are a few 
gentle reminders, inspired by something I read from the Rev. Darrell Goodwin, executive 
conference minister of  the Southern New England Conference of  the UCC: 
 
• Start with sincere hospitality. Take notice of  who may be feeling excluded, alone, or left out. 

Hospitality is more than logistics—it’s ministry. See the person, not just an empty hand needing 
a bulletin, an outfit choice, a name to memorize, or their potential to join a committee. (Let’s 
hold off  on that!) See the person. 

• Avoid insider language. Churchy words, unexplained rituals, and assumptions of  shared belief  
can feel like locked doors. Offer gentle explanations when needed. You may notice small notes 
added to our bulletin soon to help newcomers—and maybe even some long-timers—understand 
why we do what we do. And yes, I’ll keep sprinkling in little lessons during the children’s messages too. 

• Honor the visitor’s vulnerability. Just showing up is brave. Don’t single anyone out. Instead, 
ensure no one feels like “a guest”—only like a friend we haven’t met yet. 

• Follow up with care, not pressure. A kind message or thank-you note can go a long way. But 
don’t overwhelm new folks. Let our community itself  be the invitation. Our enthusiasm is a gift, 
but let’s hold it with balance. (And yes—keep the pies coming!) 
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From the Music Corner: 
 

“Changed” by Paula Stefanovich/arr. Kingsmore 
 

Many times my heart has questioned the reasons I was living for, 
The pleasures of  this world were leaving me wanting more, something more. 
Then You gave me life’s true meaning, not caring where my life had been; 

You reached out to me with Your mercy, And I will never, never look back again. 
I’ve been changed by Your glory, I’ve been changed by your mercy, 

 I’ve been changed by Your marvelous grace; 
I’ve been changed ‘cause You love me, I’ve been changed.  

 

You are going to want to be in church on June 8, Pentecost Sunday, so you can experience the 
Holy Spirit move through you. As part of  the Pentecost celebration, the choir will be singing 
this emotional and very powerful anthem, “Changed,” which you won’t want to miss!  The 
amazing connection of  music, text, and the Holy Spirit will move your heart June 8. 
 
Calling all women to join in with the Oakland Women’s Choir for Father’s Day. We will be 
singing, “The Gift of  Love.” Come to the choir room by 10 a.m. so you can get music and 
rehearse. 
 
As Chancel Choir moves into “summer mode,” this is a wonderful opportunity for anyone 
wanting to “check out” the choir to come and join us. From June 22 to July 27, all of  our 
rehearsals will be Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the choir room. We are always welcoming new 
members into our fellowship. 
You are welcome! 
 
Questions about Oakland’s 
Music Ministry?  Feel free to 
reach out at 
peputnam@yahoo.com. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

 
—Paul Putnam, Minister of  Music 



 

 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Tracy Cooper 3 

Laura Arcand 10 

Mildred King 13 

Beth Macklin 14 

John Biggs  19 

Marti Putnam 23 

Jeff  Edwards 23 

Katie Humphrey 24 

Linda Lowers 24 

Ann Spady  26 

Bobby Winslow 29 

Donna Lancaster 29 

June  1       Becky Godwin Memorial Scholarship awards and graduates honored  

            at Sunday Worship Service 

June  11 Splash Bible Study—Lone Star Lakes (10 a.m.) 

June  15  Confirmation Sunday Jack Brennecke  

June  17     Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Danna V,  Julie J,  Sharon W  

June  17     Men’s Fellowship—El Rodeo, 15 E. Windsor Ave in Windsor (6 p.m.) please carpool 

June  18   Splash Bible Study—Location TBA (10 a.m.) 

June  19     Loaves & Fishes Meeting and Food Distribution—CLC (10 a.m.) 

June  20   Friday Night Fellowship—CLC (6:30 p.m.)  

June  25   Splash Bible Study—Location TBA (10 a.m.) 

June  25     Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.) 

June  25     Deadline for Newsletter articles 

 

Summer Choir—From June 22 to July 27, all rehearsals will be Sunday morning  

beginning at 10 a.m. in the choir room. 

• You are empowered to 
welcome. Hospitality isn’t 
a job for one team—it’s the 
culture of  a church. And 
it’s not just for newcomers. 
Let’s keep listening, 
including, and making 
room—even after 
someone has become “one 
of  us.” 

• Be clear about our 
welcome. In a world 
where many fear rejection 
from the Church, no one 
should have to guess 
whether they’ll be safe 
here. Let’s be explicit in 
our love and our openness 
across lines of  identity, 
belief, and background. We 

don’t have to agree with 
our neighbors to love 
them, as Jesus commands. 

 
Above all, let’s remember: the 
Gospel is not gated. We are 
not gatekeepers. We are 
hosts—hosts of  a feast of  
grace. Let’s keep setting a table 
so wide and so full that no 
one ever has to wonder if  
there’s room for them. 
 
Let us welcome as we have 
been welcomed. 

 
With gratitude and hope, 

Rev. Jason Stump 
Pastor, Oakland Christian United 

Church of  Christ 

Pastor Jason’s letter, continued... 



 

Nashville recording artist Linda Boles 
brought her music to Oakland UCC on 
April 27. With roots in bluegrass and a 

life enriched by a diverse array of  
musical experiences, Linda’s work 
transcends genre to connect with 

listeners across generations. 

The May 18 service featured special guest 
speaker, the Rev. Dr. John Myers. 



 

A note about Memorial Sunday and Golden Members 

Deputies from the 
Suffolk Sheriff ’s Office 
taught a self-defense 

class to the ladies of  the 
church on May 15. 



 

  

          

 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Statement of Purpose 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 
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