
 

GOOD TIDINGS newsletter 
 

                               

Hello, Church! 
 
For decades — maybe even longer — many congregations took a “break” over 
the summer months. Much like the school calendar, this rhythm often made 
sense in an agrarian society where summer meant long days of labor in the 
fields. In other times and places, the break had more to do with geography — 
churches were scattered across remote frontiers and wilderness areas. In those 
early years on this continent, clergy known as circuit riders would travel 
between congregations, sometimes visiting each one only every two or three 
weeks, depending on the size of their circuit. 
 
Out of these realities, and others, Sunday Schools began to take root and grow. 
Eventually, an entire industry formed around them — complete with 
curriculum, picnics, contests, attendance goals, and offerings. Where I grew up, 

long ago, the local newspaper used to print the Sunday School attendance for each congregation and tally 
the total for the whole town. Strangely, worship attendance wasn’t mentioned! I’ve known several churches 
that at one time had more money in their Sunday School Fund than in the church’s General Fund.  
 
Oakland has its own story woven into that broader tapestry. Some of it mirrors what other churches were 
doing, while much of it is uniquely Oakland — shaped by our people, our place, and our values. Those past 
practices served their purposes well. They met people where they were, in the cultural context and pace of 
life that existed then. Churches, like families and communities, adapted to realities like limited 
transportation, seasonal work, and the technology available at the time. 
 
Today, we’re not all that different in our need for meaning and connection. But the context has changed 
dramatically. We travel differently, work differently, learn differently, and rest differently than we did even 
25 years ago — let alone 100. That’s why, once again, you’ll see that Oakland isn’t slowing down this 
summer. There's no shutting down and starting back up in September. (Though I must admit, Rally Day 
was a lot of fun!) Yes, you’ll travel when you need to. You’ll participate in the ways that make sense for 
your schedule and your spirit. You’ll engage as deeply as you feel called — and you will be loved. Always. 
 
Still, we affirm this: Oakland is no less a place of purpose in July than it is in November. We need a 
spiritual home that welcomes us, nourishes us, and sends us out — whether the heat index is high or the 
wind chill is biting. God is a God of all seasons. May we be a church that thrives in every one of them — 
each time a calendar page turns, whether on the wall or swiped on a screen. 
 
Whatever your summer brings, enjoy it! Rest, explore, soak it all in. And know that Oakland is always better 
when you are here. I believe you might just be made a little better by being here as well. I’m certain that 
God is pleased by it.  

Much Love, 
Pastor Stump 

P.S. This month, I encourage you to spend some time with Ecclesiastes 3, which begins: “For everything there is a season, and 
a time for every matter under heaven…” 



 

From the Music Corner: 
 

I have a song that Jesus gave me, it was sent from heaven above; 
There never was a sweeter melody, ‘tis a melody of  love. 

In my heart there rings a melody, there rings a melody with heaven’s harmony; 
In my heart there rings a melody; There rings a melody of  love. 

 
Happy summer! As I think about hymns that have always touched my soul, “In My Heart There 
Rings a Melody” has always had a special place in my heart. A pastor at a church I served in 
Baldwinville, Massachusetts introduced me to it years ago because it was her favorite. There is 
just something about this hymn that makes my heart sing. Do you have hymns that touch your 
soul? I would love to know which hymns touch YOU. Feel free to send yours to my email at 
peputnam@yahoo.com. Maybe we can incorporate your favorite hymn into worship one 
Sunday! 
 
As we move into summer, the Chancel Choir continues to sing on Sunday mornings through 
the month of  July. We are a bit more casual without robes, but the spirit is still the same. If  you 
are considering joining us in the fall, why not come now on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.? 
Summer Choir meets in the choir room behind the sanctuary. If  you aren’t sure where that is, 
please ask someone and they will be happy to show you! 
 
Where the spirit 
of  the Lord is, 
there will be 
music, and there 
will certainly be 
music at 
Oakland! Soli 
deo Gloria! 
(Glory to God 
Alone!) 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
—Paul Putnam, 
Minister of  Music 



 

 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Susan Saunders 3 
Harper Wilson 3 
Kendra Gup  5 
Gary Butler  6 
Cindy Cowan 6 
John Johnson 6 
Brad Whitley  9 
Peggy Walker 10 
Ella Mae Winslow 11 
Nancy Gill  12 
Megan Harrell 12 
Daniel Bower 14 
Braden Harris 15 
Dawn Schneider 15 
Cheryl Carter 16 

Jameson Pantelides 16 
Jenna Langston 17 
Breanne Presson 17 
Lisa Whitley  17 
Pam Saunders 18 
Betsy Wegman 20 
Robert Beale  22 
C.F. Jordan  22 
Denise Spady 23 
Tamika Blanchette  24 
John Mazur  24 
William Brennecke  26 
James Saunders   26 
D.J. Johnston  27 
 

July  2     Splash Bible Study—Location TBA (10 a.m.) 
July  6-12  Housing Immanuel UCC from Pennsylvania Providing missionary work in our community 
July  9     Splash Bible Study—Location TBA (10 a.m.) 
July  17      Loaves & Fishes Food Distribution and Meeting—CLC (10 a.m.) 
July  16      Splash Bible Study—Location TBA (10 a.m.)  
July  18      Friday Night Fellowship—CLC (6:30 p.m.) 
July  23      Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.) 
July  25      Deadline for Church Newsletter Articles 

 

Summer Choir—Through July 27, all rehearsals will be Sunday morning  
beginning at 10 a.m. in the choir room. 

Once again, the Loaves and Fishes will be 
collecting items for our Christmas in July 
bags. From July 1-16, a table will be set 
up in the Sanctuary Hall for your 
donations along with a list of  suggested 
items to donate. Thank you for 
supporting this worthwhile ministry of  
Oakland Christian UCC. 



 

Oakland Christian UCC collected 
several boxes of  children’s books 
to donate to Isle of  Wight 
Christian Outreach Program. 

Do you ever wonder about senior safety? 
 
Do you ever wonder what to do about scams? 
 
Do you think about exercise, but never quite “get 
around to it”? 
 
Do you know how to operate a fire extinguisher?  
  
Do you wonder if  your nutritional needs are being 
met? 
 
Well, save the date for 10 a.m. Monday, Aug. 18. 
More information is coming, and a lunch is 
included! 

Focus on 
senior safety 

The Splash! water-themed Bible study has 
been taking place at 10 a.m. Wednesdays at 
Lone Star Lakes Park. It continues through 
July 16 with location TBA. 



 

Graduate Sunday & Becky Godwin Memorial Scholarship 

On June 1, Oakland Christian UCC celebrated Graduate Sunday and honored this year’s 
recipients of  the Becky Godwin Memorial Scholarship. Clark Brennecke was honored as 
a graduate. The scholarship recipients were Clark Brennecke, William Brennecke, Josh 
Harrell, Claire Mitchell, Dori Mitchell, Alex Shearin, Kathleen Stump, Peyton Wise and 
Zane Wise. 

The policy committee is 
working on a sustainability 
policy for Oakland UCC. The 
sustainability policy is aimed at 
providing guidance for church 
actions designed to preserve 
our environment and reduce 
harmful waste that can 
adversely impact our 
environment. 
 
Oakland is already involved in 
sustainability by reducing its 

use of  plastics, electricity 
conservation, involvement in 
community cleanup projects, 
and more. There has been 
congregational interest in 
doing more. In developing this 
new policy, the congregation’s 
input is important. We have 
developed an online survey to 
collect your input. We request 
you complete the online survey 
which can be found at 
surveymonkey.com/r/

DPX6522. The survey will be 
open July 1-31. 
 
Your input is anonymous, and 
no personal information will 
be collected. Your inputs will 
help shape this new policy, 
which will be reviewed by the 
church council and approved 
by the congregation. Thank 
you for your support in this 
effort. 

Your thoughts needed on sustainability 



 

Oakland Christian Church, 
Wesley Chapel United 
Methodist Church, St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Little Bethel 
Baptist Church, Diamond 
Grove Baptist Church, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Healthy 
Suffolk, the Suffolk Sheriff ’s 
Department and the 
Chuckatuck Ruritan Club are 
partners in Loaves & Fishes.  
 
Jesus fed many with only five 
loaves of  bread and two fishes. 
Our mission is to create meal 
bags that feed six to eight 
people that are distributed the 
third Thursday of  each month. 
It is our effort to assist those 

with food insecurity here in the 
greater Chuckatuck and 
Oakland area. We began our 
work in July 2021 and have 
since provided monthly meal 
bags the third Thursday of  
each month from 11 a.m. to 
noon at Oakland Christian 
Church. We have grown from 
distributing 30 bags to 55 
bags.  
 
Oakland is the fiscal agent for 
Loaves & Fishes. Gratefully, 
many organizations and 
individuals have contributed 
financially to help us meet our 
goals. While we still have 
money, we realize that with the 

huge increase in the cost of  
groceries, we will need more 
financial help in the months to 
come. This year, we have spent 
more money than we have 
collected. We are solvent, but 
we are planning ahead. We are 
pursuing several grants and 
possibly grocery gift cards. We 
respectfully ask you to consider 
making a donation. You may 
do so through Realm, check or 
cash. If  you write a check or 
give cash, make sure your 
contribution is earmarked for 
Loaves & Fishes. If  you have 
any questions, please contact 
Pam Saunders at 757-635-8125 
or pmsaunders@aol.com. 

Loaves & Fishes outreach gives update 



 

Oakland Christian UCC 
continues to be blessed with  
a strong foundation, both 
spiritually and financially.  
We’re deeply grateful for the 
generosity that supports our 
growing ministries and 
expanding mission. From 
worship and pastoral care to 
outreach, engagement, and 
community connection, your 
giving makes it all possible. 
 
Like many churches, we tend  
to see a seasonal dip in giving 
during the summer. While 
Oakland hasn’t faced serious 
shortfalls, our overall giving for 

2025 is currently about 10% 
below where we were at this 
time last year. This isn’t cause 
for alarm, but it is a moment  
to pause and reflect. 
 
The needs of  our church—
both seen and unseen—
continue year-round. From 
rising utility costs to ongoing 
building repairs, and from 
supporting new ministry ideas 
to nurturing spiritual growth 
and fellowship, your consistent 
support helps sustain and 
expand God’s work through us. 
 
 

We know that economic times 
can be uncertain, and we honor 
the many ways you already give 
of  your time, talents, and 
resources. If  you’re able to 
consider an increase in your 
regular giving—or even a  
one-time gift—it will be 
thoughtfully and faithfully 
stewarded for the mission  
and future of  Oakland. 
 
Thank you for being part  
of  this vibrant, growing 
community of  faith. Together, 
we are planting seeds today that 
will bear fruit for generations to 
come. 

Thankful for faithful generosity at Oakland 

Aligning with tradition, the women of  the 
choir sang as a group on Father’s Day. 

Above, Jack Brennecke’s confirmation 
took place on June 15. 
 
At left, Clark Brennecke’s Eagle Scout 
Court of  Honor took place on June 14. 
Many fellow Oakland members were in 
attendance. 



 



 

  
          
 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Sගඉගඍඕඍඖග ඗ඎ Pඝක඘඗ඛඍ 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 

 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY ON 
FAITH, HOPE, AND 
LOVE 

 

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 2008  
Suffolk, VA 23432  
 

JULY 2025 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
Secretary: Connie Edwards  
Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks  
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper 
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper 
 
                  Telephone: (757) 255-4353  
  Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday 
 
           Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com  
 
            Website: www.OaklandUCC.org 

  
 
 


