
GOOD TIDINGS newsletter

        

Hello, Church!

Drop the Lament. Adopt the Mission.

Planting Seeds Series, Part 1: Stop Grieving the Past. Start Growing the Future.

For well over a decade in ministry, I have heard people say with a certain 
tone, “We need more young people!” Usually, I know when they say it if  
they are truly ready for them. At my first church, they emphasized how 
much they wanted more young people to come when I became their 
pastor.

So, I got them more young people. I figured out the community — its 
needs, gaps, desires, and more. While I had grown up in that area, I had to reorient myself. I figured 
out what the area was lacking in terms of  churches and the work of  Christ. What was missing were 
things I deeply believe in and that aligned with my theology. So, I got to it and got the work done.

The month before I arrived, the average attendance was 25 people on a Sunday. In a year and a half, 
our attendance and weekly giving tripled. On many Sundays, the chancel area was full of  10-15 little 
ones. The average age of  a worship attendee dropped to 48. Teens regularly performed music 
during worship. Movie nights had 40 people. Pizza church, community meals, building and painting 
Little Free Libraries, community clean-ups, paying off  school lunch debts, teacher appreciation 
breakfasts, Storytime & Cereal Bar, advocacy for addiction recovery, Narcan training, education of  
mental health awareness, spotlighting the issues of  sexual abuse, the church’s first-ever mission trip, 
Easter egg hunts with hundreds of  attendees, even a cooler of  drinks left on our sidewalk for the 
summer “Pokemon Go!” was all the rage, and more … a lot more.

Sounds great, doesn’t it?! It was, for a few years, really great. Then, it wasn’t. There’s more to be told 
about that. The reality is that the old saying, “You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make 
them drink,” is true, and not just for horses. That church is still going. They have the faithful 
“frozen chosen,” 25 or so people on a Sunday, and I wish them nothing but peace.

For a few years, we did some of  the most relevant and transformational ministry I’ll ever 
experience. I’m grateful.  

I don’t know if  they still want more young people or not. I do know that enough of  them weren’t 
ready for them before. It didn’t take many, only a stubborn minority, to return the place to what it 
was. I also know that my biggest mistake in all of  it is that I did exactly what they wanted. I gave 
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From the Music Corner:

“The Majesty and Glory of  Your Name” by Tom Fettke
O Lord, our God, the majesty and glory of  Your name

Transcends the earth and fills the heavens.
O Lord, our God; little children praise You perfectly,

And so would we. And so would we.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The majesty and glory of  Your name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

“The Majesty and Glory of  Your Name” is one of  my all-time favorite anthems! The Chancel 
Choir prepared and delivered this anthem beautifully this past Sunday. It’s not just about singing 
the right notes, rhythms, dynamic markings, etc., but truly sharing the message with your heart. I 
am blessed to work with a choir who openly shares their hearts with you each and every week.

The Chancel Choir has continued to bless worship during the month of  July with moving and 
uplifting anthems. The choir really enjoys summertime when they can sit in the congregation 
without choir robes. This allows choir members to sit with family and friends as well as be able 
to see Rev. Jason from the front delivering his message. 

As we look toward September, now is a great time to be thinking about joining the Chancel 
Choir. Many of  our members read music at varying levels, and there are some that “follow” the 
music, but don’t consider themselves music “readers.” The wonderful part about our choir is 
that we all lift each other up! The Chancel Choir is really a family within the Oakland Church 
family. Won’t you come and join us? Speak to Paul or send an email to peputnam@yahoo.com 
if  you have questions or you may be 
interested!

We strive for the music at Oakland to be a 
blessing each Sunday! Thank you for your 
constant support of  our music ministry.

In Christ’s Love & Music

—Paul Putnam, Minister of  Music



CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Jonathan Putnam 1
Kathy Bounds 5
Chris Hathaway 5
Suzanne Langston 7
Sharon Burton 10

Diane Saunders 10
Theresa Beale 11
Bob Bowman 11
June Felton 11
Corey Blanchette 13
Connie Burgess 13
Clare Mitchell 17
Mary Anne Biggs 20
Sandy Butler 20

Faye Daniels 20
Cheri Babler 21
Larry Bounds 23
Betty Rhodes 23
Frank Spady 23
Addie Zydron 23
Sandy Barton 25
Larry Riddick 28
Chanel Eaton 30

Aug. 1-6  Pastor Stump on vacation
Aug. 8       Ice Cream Social and a Movie!—CLC (6:30 p.m.) 
Aug. 13     BOCE Meeting—Godwin Meeting Room (6 p.m.)
Aug. 15     Friday Night Fellowship—CLC (6:30 p.m.)
Aug. 18     Senior Safety and Wellness Event—CLC (10 a.m.)
Aug. 21    Loaves & Fishes food distribution and meeting (10 a.m.)
Aug. 25    Deadline for Newsletter Articles 
Aug. 27    Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)   

There will be no Choir or Bell rehearsals during the month of  August.

Several young people from Oakland got the 
opportunity to attend Johns River Valley Camp 
this summer. Above are Kendall and Helena; at 
left are Harper and Aubri Wilson with a friend.



Do you ever wonder about senior safety?

Do you ever wonder what to do about scams?

Do you think about exercise, but never quite “get 
around to it”?

Do you know how to operate a fire extinguisher?

Do you wonder if  your nutritional needs are being 
met?

Well, save the date for 10 a.m. Monday, Aug. 18. 
More information is coming, and a lunch is 
included!

Focus on
senior safety

Above left and above, the Fifth Sunday 
loose change collection on June 29 
benefited the Safe House Project.

At left, flautist Megan Edwards provided 
special music on July 13.



 

Pastor Jason’s letter, continued... 
them everything they asked of  me, but I didn’t 
ask enough of  them, and I didn’t ensure they 
truly wanted young people and were prepared 
for them. I think they wanted the appearance 
of  young people and what it might offer them 
in image and satisfaction more than they were 
ready to offer younger folks anything that they 
desired or needed in a faith community.  
 
I saw young people get hurt in that. I saw 
children lose something very important to 
them. If  I can help it, I won’t do that again.  
 
I don’t regret it. I learned a lot, and used what 
I’ve learned to accomplish something with 
Christ, and others, that many were astounded 
by.  
 
How about you? Have you ever caught yourself  
saying — or hearing someone else say — “We 
need more young people in church”? It’s a true 
statement, but too often it’s spoken with 
frustration, sorrow, even blame. What if  we 
turned that lament into a mission? 
 
Younger people aren’t allergic to church. 
They’re looking for something real, not flashy, 
not fake. And many of  them are open to 
tradition, liturgy, and ritual … as long as those 
things are grounded in authentic welcome and 
purpose. As long as they aren’t seen and treated 
as some sort of  marketing target or trophy. 
Let’s face it, for those in their 20s and 30s, 
they’ve seen a lot … almost their whole lives 
our country was at war, a global pandemic, high 
suicide rates, economic recession, drug 
overdose epidemics (a large part of  which was 
brought about by pharmaceutical companies), 
political turmoil, smart devices, hackers, 
scammers, artificial intelligence, etc.  
 
Love them, yes. Accept them, of  course. But 

don’t make a spectacle of  them or think over-
programming that has more gimmick than God 
will attract anyone wanting to engage long- 
term and meaningfully with a faith community.  
 
Some of  them won’t stay. That’s OK. It’s 
simply OK. Be OK with it.  
 
Think about the questions you’ve already asked 
about this. Instead of  asking “Why don’t they 
come?” maybe the better question is: “What 
kind of  church are we becoming?” 
 
If  we want to grow younger, we need to plant 
the seeds now — and that begins with a 
willingness to change ourselves, not just wish 
others would walk in the door. Trying to build a 
bigger version of  what we are now, or what our 
grandparents dreamed we would be, simply 
won’t work. Don’t do it. Trust me. They don’t 
want or need your grandparents’ church, or the 
one of  your youth. It served previous 
generations well, and we should be grateful for 
it. However, so did black and white television 
and AM radios. As a friend of  mine who is in 
business consulting says, “We don’t print on 
animal skins anymore.” We are grateful that 
those before us did, but we don’t do it now.  
 
"The world in front of  you is nothing like the world 
behind you." 
— Tod Bolsinger, Canoeing the Mountains 
 
Here’s a challenge for this month.  
 
Intentionally invite a younger person or family 
to church. Set a goal to do that five times this 
month. Not with pressure or guilt — just an 
open heart and a warm welcome. If  you think 
to yourself, “I don’t know any young people,” 
or “I don’t encounter many young people” — 

Read more on page 6 



well, now you know part of  the problem. 
Recognizing that is a good start. Forming 
relationships with them and putting yourself  in 
places they are, is a great next step.

Along with doing all this, give yourself  the 
chance to grow a little by asking yourself  these 
questions:

· Do I talk more about who’s not here than I 
do about making someone feel welcome 
when they arrive?

· When I was a young adult, what kind of  
church community would have made me feel 
seen and valued? Was I truly seen and valued 
in the church I grew up in, or was I there 
out of  force, fear, or maybe even civic 
obligation?

· How can I help Oakland Christian UCC 
become more of  a church that sees and 

values people younger than me? What can I 
do? What will I do?

And of  course, pray. Say this prayer regularly 
throughout the month:

God of  all generations,
Forgive us when we speak with frustration about those 
who aren’t here,
Instead of  gratitude for those who are — and hope for 
those yet to come.
Renew our hearts with mission.
Teach us to plant seeds of  welcome, not walls of  
resentment.
Help us build a church that loves without strings,
so that younger people will find not a performance of  
platitudes, but a home.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Pastor Jason’s letter, continued...

Join Oakland Christian UCC for 
National Night Out beginning at 
6 p.m. Aug. 5 at the Chuckatuck 
Fire Station, 300 Kings Highway. 
This annual event is dedicated to 
strengthening and celebrating 
relationships among the 
community and between the 
community and the law 
enforcement officers that serve 
them. There will be food and fun 
for all ages.

Nametags have 
been ordered and 
were distributed 
in July. If  you did 
not receive one, 
please contact the 
office.



Immanuel UCC Mission Trip

Immanuel UCC from Pennsylvania sent a group of  dozens of  eager teenagers to Suffolk 
for a week in July. They painted a mural at the community garden, built wheelchair ramps 
for people in the community who needed them, assisted at the Isle of  Wight Christian 
Outreach Program, completed numerous other projects, did yoga in the mornings and had 
lots of  fun. Many willing hands at Oakland UCC pitched in to show our hospitality.



Loaves & Fishes gives out food, household needs

The Loaves & Fishes ministry held its July 
distribution on July 17, handing out not only the 
usual food bags but also dozens of  items of  
cleaning supplies and other household needs that 
were donated by church members. 



 



 

  
          
 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Sගඉගඍඕඍඖග ඗ඎ Pඝක඘඗ඛඍ 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 
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Oakland Christian United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 2008  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
Secretary: Connie Edwards  
Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks  
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper 
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper 
 
                  Telephone: (757) 255-4353  
  Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday 
 
           Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com  
 
            Website: www.OaklandUCC.org 

  
 
 




