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< Follow the Mothers. Welcome the Families.
Planting Seeds Series, Part 2: The Heart of the Home is Often the Gateway to the Church.

| Lf you want to reach the whole family, don’t start with the children. Start with the
| parents—especially the mother.

Why Moms Matter

In most families, mothers are the heartbeat of the household. They plan the calendar,
manage the chaos, and carry the emotional and spiritual load. Research consistently
confirms their deep influence on their children’s faith.

PASTOR

According to Barna, teens are far more likely to engage in spiritual conversations, Bible reading, and prayer with
their mothers than with anyone else. And a 2016 article in The Atlantic reported that in interfaith households,
children are much more likely to follow the religious tradition of their mother than their father.

When a mom feels welcome, safe, and spiritually nourished, her whole family is more likely to show up too.

A Word from Real Good Church

The Rev. Molly Baskette—pastor, author, and spiritual innovator—helped First Church Somerville (UCC)
transform from a dwindling congregation on the verge of closure into a vibrant, growing community filled with
children, young adults, and families of all kinds.

Their average attendance more than tripled in less than a decade. They became known as one of the most authentic
and Christian communities in New England—all while staying grounded in the United Church of Christ, just like

Oakland Christian remains.

How? Not with gimmicks. Not with trend-chasing. But with radical welcome, deep listening, flexible leadership, and
consistent invitation.

“Mission begins not with a strategy, but with listening.” — Molly Baskette, Rea/ Good Church

Baskette reminds us that revival doesn’t mean abandoning tradition—it means making room for real lives and real
love to flourish in community.

I’d love to lead a book study this fall or winter on Rea/ Good Church. 1f you want to learn more about growing in
spirit and numbers with joy, hope, and humor, let me know.

Don’t Forget the Dads

While mothers often lead in spiritual nurture, studies also show that when fathers attend church regularly, children
are significantly more likely to continue practicing their faith into adulthood.

Read more on page 5
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From the Music Corner:

When in Our Music God is glorified,
And adoration leaves no room: for pride,
It is as though the whole creation cried, Alleluial!!
Let every instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluial!

What a gift we have been given to live in a world full of music created by God! I have always
loved the words and music to this hymn. In the Chalice Hymnal this is #7, take a look and
read through all five verses. Music is indeed God’s gift to us to share with those around us!

As we begin a new “season’ in the church year, we look forward to the Chancel and Handbell
Choirs coming together once again to learn and share meaningful music during worship. Have
you thought about singing with the choir or ringing a bell? We always have a place for YOU.
When people say all the seats are full, that is not true because we will always add a chair.

The Handbell choir meets on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the room next to the nursery
at the front of the church. Our first rehearsal will be Thursday, Sept. 18. The Chancel Choir
meets on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room in back of the sanctuary. We are beginning
rehearsals Thursday, Sept. 11, and we encourage you to join with us.

The question of reading music always comes up. While it is indeed helpful to you if you read
music, there are many members of either ensemble who will claim that they don’t read music
but have become good at following it. Why don’t you try us out for a couple of weeks to see
if you like it? If you have additional

questions, email Paul at

peputnam@yahoo.com.

Let us all make a joyful noise to our God!

—Paul Putnam

Minister of Music
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Office Closed—Labor Day

Structures Committee—Sanctuary Hall (6:30 p.m.)

Church Picnic & Golden Member Recognition

Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Susie Eaton and Lynn Knight

Men’s Fellowship—George’s Steakhouse, 1260 Holland Road (6 p.m.)
Loaves & Fishes—CLC (10 a.m.) and drive-thru portico (11 a.m.)
Friday Night Fellowship—CLC (6:30 p.m.)

Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)

BOCE—Godwin Meeting Room (6 p.m.)

Deadline to submit newsletter articles for October

Rise Against Hunger Event—CLC (10 a.m. to noon)

Chancel Choir rebearsals resume at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 11.
Handbell Choir rebearsals resume at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 18.

SEDTEMBER" o=
=

Ginny Fly 4
Paul Saunders 5 A U D I o V I S U A l
Peggy Muse 5
Cheryl Rowlands 5 — c— — -‘m
Debbie Blanks 6
Lynne Johnston 10 Help Record Our Sunday We are in need of a few more
John Matt 12 Morning Services folks to help record our
Andy Brennecke 16 worship on a Sunday morning
Leroy Howell 18 Would you like to help people  for our YouTube channel. If
Linnie Jordan 19 stay connected to our Church, you can make a pot of coffee,
Zane Wise 19 or learn more about us? Does  use a smartphone, or handle
Carl Lancaster 19 the thought of having over 100 the settings on your washer and
Mary Haddad 21 people each week be reached  dryer, you have the ability to
Kim Waller 21 by our church without walking learn to do this.
Ashley Blanks 23 in our doors sound interesting
Clark Brennecke 23 to you? Please reach out to Dr. Ralph
Kyle Blanks 27 Howell, Rob Rhodes, or the
Matt Harrell 28 If so, you can be a part of a church office if you'd like to
Jean Keeling 28 very valuable ministry here at ~ participate in this highly
Ronnie Kelly 28 Oakland without giving up any effective and relevant ministry.
Caroline Blanks 29 money or time beyond worship
Robert Gillette 30 on a Sunday.



Stewardship: Dreaming God’s Dream

After following the same each month,
general plan for several years, and ending

the Stewardship Committee is ~ with our
excited to announce changes to Commitment
this year’s Stewardship Sunday in early
campaign! December.

We have traditionally presented Our theme this

Stewardship programs each year is

week in October, culminating ~ “Dreaming

with submitting our pledges in  God’s

early November. However, Dream—No e

October is a busy time at gift too small, e
Oakland, especially with our ~ no dream too big.” This is Campaign presentation, which
Fall Fest and Silent Auction at  depicted in the lovely artwork — will be “Ginny’s Skit” on

the end of the month. Our 11- of our own Doug Naismith, Sunday, Sept. 21.

member committee met, and  seen above.

we all agreed to begin our Stay tuned this fall for further
Stewardship messages in We hope you will look forward details!

September, presenting one to our first Stewardship

Aug. 24 was an exciting
day for Oakland. Above
left and far left, the
Blessing of the
Backpacks took place,
with the deacons
joining in. Above, the
congregation got to
meet and love on the
Langston twins. At left,
Joseph Brown joined us
for special music.




Pastor Jason’s letter, continued...

When both parents attend church, the likelithood that
children stay connected to a faith community
increases dramatically. But when only one parent
(especially only the mother) is active, those odds drop
off over time.

That’s not to diminish mothers—but to encourage
and empower fathers to show up as spiritual
examples, too.

Faith is not passed on by one heroic parent alone—it
takes a village, a community, and a shared
commitment.

Congregational Challenge

This month, notice a mom or dad in your daily life—
at church, in the parking lot, at school pickup, or the
store. Ask:

“How are you, really?”

Then offer something simple but meaningful:
Coffee. A meal. A playdate. A walk. A listening ear.
Don’t sell them on church. Be the church—for them.

Reflection Questions

¢ Do I make space for young parents to show up as
they are—without guilt or shame?

e When children make noise in church, do I feel
irritation—or gratitude for the sound of life?

e Could our church be a sanctuary not just for
souls, but for entire families?

Try This Prayer

God of nurture and grace,

You know the burdens carried and the strength given
by parents.

Make us a church that sees them, honors them, and
walks beside them.

Let our traditions offer comfort, not pressure; beauty,
not burden.

Bless the families in our midst.

Shape us into the kind of people who build up
parents

by offering compassion, flexibility, and love.

In Christ’s name, Amen.

Let’s become the kind of church parents and young
adults need.

—Pastor Jason

The Board of Christian Education is asking
for help setting up for the church picnic.
If you are able to help, please be at the
church at 9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 13. Pickup
trucks for loading tables are especially need-
ed.

Volunteers are needed to deliver Meals on
Wheels. The schedule for 2026 is forming
now. Interested people may contact Kitty
Martin at kbsalon@gmail.com or 757-377-
06552.

. Oakland UCC held a
movie night Aug. 8
with ice cream, snacks,

and the movie “King
of Kings.”
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Fall Fest is fast approaching. jams, jellies, baked goods,  help someone in need pay a
Where did the summer go? etc. mortgage payment, an electric
Those dog days of August are Tellers bill, do septic tank work, or
ovet. Candy Makers replace a roof. Our proceeds
Pimento Cheese Makers are much appreciated. The
Please consider how you might Pie Bakers Christian Services Committee
help us with another successful Chicken Salad Makers receives requests, researches
Fall Fest. There will be a sign- Folks to man the kitchen needs, and ensures that funds
up sheet soon, and you will find « And the list goes on... go to the business needing
lots of different opportunities payment.
to help. Save the date for Now. 1!
Remember that we will work ~ Many hands make light work,
We need: most days before the event. and we need youl!
Folks to man our You are needed!
Hospitality Table Questions? Contact Denise
Folks to make the Silent Fall Fest funds enable us to Spady at 757-651-6273 or Pam
Auction happen help local needy folks. It is Saunders at 757-635-8125.
Donations of arts, crafts, heart-warming to be able to

Legacy donations magnify impact

Did you know that August  Gift to Oakland. No gift is
was recognized as National  too small! Oakland has
Make-A-Will Month? much potential, and
Individuals were encouraged financial gifts magnify our
to create or update their will potential.
and estate plans.

We were recently blessed to
The good news is thatitis  receive a very generous
not too late! While it is now legacy gift from Margaret
September, you can still and Nick Sarick. You will
create or renew your will or  soon be asked to help decide
trust. While doing so, please the best way to use their gift.
consider leaving a Legacy Stay tuned!
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Rise Against Hunger works in
countries worldwide to fight

hunger, targeting communities
facing high rates of food insecurity.

‘ Jamt/%e/

Our goal is to create
for
global hunger relief.

We hope to see you there!

Oakland
Christian UCC

Saturday, September 27”'
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

events.riseagainsthunger.org/OaklandUCC2025




A Senior Safety and Wellness Community Event
was held at Oakland Christian UCC on Aug. 18.
It included tips on cybersecurity, exercise and
nutrition as well as fire extinguisher training.

Senior safety and wellness event succeeds

Oakland Christian UCC’s
Outreach Committee
sponsored a Senior Safety and

Wellness Community Event at
the church on Aug. 18.

The 21 people in attendance
learned about scams and
cybersecurity, nutrition,
exercise tips, and the proper
way to use a fire extinguisher.

Sheriff David Miles talked
about email, text, and phone
scams and how we can avoid
them. Did you know that
scammers will approach you
and ask to use your phone? If
you give your phone to them,
they are able to gather much
confidential information very
quickly and even send

themselves money from your
accounts.

Karen Schine presented
information about nutrition.
She talked about the
importance of staying hydrated
and referred to myplate.gov to
gather pertinent info. Fruits
and vegetables should take up
half of your plate. Grains and
protein follow. Protein should
be eaten at every meal, even in
your desserts. We need far less
food than we normally
consume.

Rob Rhodes gave great ideas
for easily doable exercises. He
stressed the importance of just
starting, Walking is cheap and
doable, even if just in your

home. An exercise buddy can
make time fly and hold you
accountable. Did you know a
can of beans can be used as a
weight? Suffolk Parks and
Recreation have nearby

facilities that are very
affordable.

Adam Dacis demonstrated the
proper use of fire
extinguishers, and each
participant put out a small fire.
Did you know that a fire
doubles in height every
minute? Did you know that if
the fire is taller than you, you
need to flee?

Thanks to Sheriff Miles,
Karen, Rob and Adam. We
concluded with a light lunch.




BBQ
NDRAISER

TO SUPPORT “CAPS”

F

DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
ONLY

11:00AM - 2:00PM

$ Includes BBQ pulled pork, smoked
mac & cheese, green beans & a roll

WESTMINSTER REFORMED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

3488 GODWIN BLVD

FOR MORE lNFORMATlONf
CSCHUBERT.FUNDRAISINGeCAPSUFFOLK.ORG
' 7597-935- 5497

PURCHASE TICKETS @ WWW. CAPSUFFOLK ORG

CoalltlonAgalnst Poverty



If you believe that God is calling you to
be a member of this congregation,
please let us know with a call to our
church office. We can help you join by
baptism or profession of faith, as a
transfer, or by reinstatement.

It would be wonderful to have you in
our Church Family!

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To share God’s love with all people,
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength.

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ
P. O. Box 2008
Suffolk, VA 23432

SEPTEMBER 2025
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump

Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam
Secretary: Connie Edwards

Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper

Telephone: (757) 255-4353
Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday

Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com

Website: www.OaklandUCC.org
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