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From Membership to Meaning 
 
Hello Church! This month is the third and final article in the Planting 
Seeds Series I’ve been writing in our newsletters. If  you haven’t been 
reading along, that is OK! I’m sure you’ll find this one interesting. Still, I 
invite each of  you to go back and read the last two months’ articles for a 
refresher. I know I will! 
 
Planting Seeds Series, Part 3: It’s Not About Joining—It’s About Belonging 
 
Younger generations aren’t wired for “membership” the way previous 
ones were. They’re not looking to sign up for clubs or institutions. But 
they are searching for meaning—for communities where their questions 

are welcome, their friends are included, and their lives are taken seriously. 
 
A recent survey done by the Hartford Institute for Religion Research found that 63% of  
churchgoers aged 18-34 attend multiple churches. Nearly half  of  all American churchgoers attend 
worship at various churches, many even on the same day. If  you want to dive more into a discussion 
about all of  that, this link will take you to the article: tinyurl.com/membershiparticle. It discusses in 
more depth that while church membership is declining, many churchgoers are seeking community 
from multiple churches.  
 
The good news is: we don’t have to reinvent worship. We just have to live it with sincerity and 
welcome. Younger people aren’t asking us to be a concert venue. They’re asking us to be real, to be 
kind, and to be worth the risk of  showing up. 
 
Let’s stop asking people to “join.” Let’s ask how we can help them belong. I challenge you: This 
month, sit with someone new during fellowship or worship. Ask them what brought them. Get to 
know them—not to recruit, but to relate. 
 
Ask yourself: 

•Do I care more about people feeling included than I do about them conforming? 

•Have I ever walked into a new space and longed to feel like I belonged? 

•How can I help someone else experience that belonging at church? 
 
Prayer: 
Holy One, You call us not into programs but into people’s lives. Let our rituals reflect real love. Let 
our traditions create room for tenderness. Make our church a place where meaning is lived, not just 
spoken, and where every person who enters feels they can come as they are and grow into who 
you’ve called them to be. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



 

From the Music Corner: 
 

When morning gilds the skies, our heart awaking cries; May Jesus Christ be praised!  
In all our work and prayer, we ask his loving care; May Jesus Christ be praised!  
To God the word on high, the hosts of  angels cry; May Jesus Christ be praised!  
Let air and sea and sky, from depth to height reply; May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

I have always loved the hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies.” My favorite line, which repeats 
after each statement, “May Jesus Christ be praised!” sums it all up.  
As we share in our worship time together, “May Jesus Christ be 
praised!” indeed! Looking ahead, the Handbell Choir will be 
playing during worship on Sunday, Oct. 26. Also, it is never  
too early to start thinking about the Christmas Cantata! 
 
Come and sing with us for this year’s Christmas Cantata!  
We will begin rehearsals on Sunday, Nov. 9, at 9:45 a.m. and  
each subsequent Sunday morning until Dec. 21. In addition to 
Sunday mornings, we will also review Sunday’s practice during 
our Thursday evening choir rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. Questions? 
See any choir member for more information or speak with  
Paul, Minister of  Music at church or email 
peputnam@yahoo.com.  
 
We are indeed blessed with a group of  people at Oakland  
willing to dedicate their time and talent to our Music 
Ministry. May Jesus Christ be praised!  
 
—In Christ’s Love, 
Paul Putnam 
Minister of  Music 

Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, Dec. 21, at 11 a.m. 



 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Diane Johnson 6 
Lincoln Wilson 8 
Donald Curliss 10 
Gayle Nelms  11 
Bill Csisar  12 
Doug Naismith 12 
Tommy Arthur 13 
Harvey Doyle 13 
Sharon Winslow 17 
Yolanda Jackson 18 
Otto Wegman 22 
Janet Harris  24 

Harvey Saunders 24 
Kylee Langston 25 
Ashley Zydron 26 
Sadie Boyer  27 
Charlie Langston 27 
Ann Saunders 28 

Oct.  5 Called Congregational Conference (following worship) 

Oct.  5        Blessing of  the Animals—CLC Portico (4 p.m.)   

Oct.  7   Candy Making—CLC (10 a.m.)  

Oct.  9   Candy Making—CLC (10 a.m.)  

Oct. 13       Office Closed—Columbus Day 

Oct. 14       Candy Making—CLC (10 a.m.)  

Oct. 16       Loaves & Fishes—CLC (10 a.m.) and drive-thru portico (11 a.m.)   

Oct. 18       EVA UCC Annual Conference hosted at Oakland 

Oct. 21       Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Ginny Fly and Cindy Cowan  

Oct. 21       Men’s Fellowship—Cazadores Mexican Restaurant, 1701 N. Main St. (6 p.m.) 

Oct. 21       Candy Making—CLC (10 a.m.) 

Oct. 22       Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.) 

Oct. 23       Candy Making—CLC (10 a.m.) 

Oct. 25       Deadline to submit newsletter articles for November 

Oct. 26       Halloween Party—CLC (following worship)  

Oct. 26-31 Setup for Fall Fest 

          

Bell Choir rehearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rehearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night. 

Minister of  Music will communicate exceptions to practice. 

Please sign up to 
help with our Fall 
Fest 2025, which 
takes place on Nov. 
1. There are sign-up 
sheets for candy 
making and all of  
the many jobs that 
need to be done the 
week before and day 
of  Fall Fest. We 
need you!  

 
The dates for 
candy making are 
on Tuesdays, Oct. 
7, 9, 14, 21, and 23. 
All days start at 10 
a.m. 
 
Spread the word! 
Tell your family, 
friends and 
neighbors. 



 

We hope you enjoyed “Ginny’s 
Skit” as we kicked off  our 
2026 Stewardship campaign in 
September.   
 
We must remember that 
Stewardship is not just about 
money. It encompasses giving 
of  our Time, Talents, and 
Treasures.   
 
This month (Oct. 19) we will 
celebrate examples of  your 
time and talents that are so 
willingly given to share God’s 
love. In January, we will have 
an opportunity to sign up for 
tasks or committees that 
interest us or recommit to 
those we are already on, to 
share our time and talents. Of  
course, you don’t have to wait 
until January; if  something 
appeals to you, you can get 
involved right away. Just ask. 
 
In November, we will focus on 
our treasures, led by Pastor 

Jason’s 
stewardship 
sermon. You 
will also be 
receiving a 
letter and a 
pledge card for 
2026. Biblically, 
the first 10% 
of  our income 
should be given 
for God’s 
work, which 
includes giving to our church, 
its missions, and other areas of  
our interest. 
 
On Sunday, Dec. 7, our 
Stewardship Campaign will end 
as we come forward to return 
our 2026 Pledge Cards, which 
again have two options. First is 
the choice to give a certain 
amount weekly, monthly, 
quarterly or yearly. The second 
choice contains the option to 
give what you can, as often as 
you can.  

 
Our Stewardship Committee 
hopes you will enjoy how we 
have spread out our campaign 
from four weeks in a row to 
one campaign event each 
month, September through 
December. 
 
We ask that you prayerfully 
consider what you can give of  
your time, talents, and treasures 
in 2026.   
 

—Your Stewardship Committee 

2026 Stewardship Campaign kicks off 

“A web of  prayer—woven together  
in God’s love.” 

 
At their recent gathering, the Jewels women’s 
fellowship reflected on the power of  prayer. 
As each woman shared a blessing and passed 
the yarn along, a web was formed—showing 
how God weaves us together, binding our 
lives in love, faith, and community. What a 
powerful picture of  being united in Christ 
through prayer. 



 

I am excited to share some 
wonderful news with you! In 
this year’s Suffolk News-Herald 
Locals Choice Awards, Oakland 
Christian UCC was voted Silver 
in the category of  “Best 
Church.” 

This is especially meaningful 
when we remember that there 
are about 180 churches across 
our city. To be recognized in 
this way is a reflection of  the 
Spirit at work in and through 

our community of  faith. It is a 
celebration not just of  who we 
are on Sunday mornings but 
also of  the way Oakland 
continues to serve, love, and 
shine God’s light in Suffolk and 
beyond. 

Last year, I was humbled to 
receive the Gold award for 
“Best Pastor,” but this year’s 
recognition means even more 
to me because it specifically 
celebrates our whole church—

our shared ministry, our 
welcome, and the way God is 
moving in Oakland. 

Thank you for being part of  
this church family. Let’s 
continue to build on this good 
news...nope! Great news! .... as 
we seek to live out our calling: 
to be a place of  hope, 
hospitality, and faith in action. 

With gratitude and joy, 
Pastor Jason 

Oakland earns recognition in citywide contest 

The Sept. 7 service included a children’s 
message from Pastor Jason, Communion, 
and Robert Rhodes as the liturgist. 



 



 

Clark Brennecke is 
experiencing his first year 

training in the Virginia Tech 
Corps of  Cadets. 

Oakland Christian UCC Church Picnic 



 



 

  

          

 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Statement of Purpose 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 

 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY ON 
FAITH, HOPE, AND 
LOVE 

 

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 2008  
Suffolk, VA 23432  
 

OCTOBER 2025 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
Secretary: Connie Edwards  
Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks  
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper 
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper 
 
                  Telephone: (757) 255-4353  
  Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday 
 
           Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com  
 
            Website: www.OaklandUCC.org 

  

 
 


