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Read. Pray. Try.

I’m at Panera on a Saturday morning writing this, wearing a shirt that
says: “Drink Water. Love Hard. Fight Racism.”

B [n the past hour, two people—both much younger than me—have

- 5§ stopped to compliment it. Each time, it sparked a short but meaningtul
1| conversation. Last week, as I wore the same shirt around town, half a
dozen people of different ages did the same.

T ANOT I have another one, made by Mahogany Mommies, that says: “Drink
b EE%%EH —| Coffee. Empower Women. Fight Racism.” That one always gets reactions

too. Maybe it’s just that simple to get someone’s attention—especially
young people. Wear a T-shirt that says something that matters to them.

Before I started writing this month’s column, I asked myself: “Has anyone read the last three?”

For the past three months, I've shared a series called “Planting Seeds,” all about reaching new
people—especially younger generations. I put a lot of time and heart into those columns. I drew
from research, from colleagues in growing churches, from my past ministry success, and from what
I see God doing right here among us.

So I'll ask again: Have you read them? Better yet, have you tried any of the ideas? Did you say the
prayers I wrote?

I hope so. But I'll be honest—the EvangeStars board hasn’t moved much these past three months.
We know from the past that simply inviting people to church is one of the most effective things we
can do to not only increase worship attendance, but to fulfill our mission.

We keep saying, “We need more young people!” But to what end? Why do we need them? Better
yet, why do you think we need them? And why do you want them? Or what do you plan to do with
them?

Have we thought about what they need? Have we read and prayed through what’s already been
offered? Have we revisited our strategic plan, which we worked so hard to craft together? Some of
you have—I know that. But not enough.

I can see it in the faces, and hear it in the pushback, whenever I share visions that align with our
hopes and strategic plan. Too often, they’re met with concerns about money or a recent dip in

continued on page 4
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From the Music Corner:
Gratitude Changes Everything

Words and music by Mark Hayes

Gratitude Changes Everything. A grateful heart mafkes all things new.
I give thanks in all things, knowing my good comes from Yon.
I am grateful for each new day of life.
I am grateful that I can sing.
I am grateful for friends and family, for every living thing.
I am grateful for the kiss of the wind on my cheek, for the sunlight on my face.
I am grateful to know how it feels to be loved, and Gods amazing grace.

L am changed, I am changed. Christmas Cantata

Sunday, Dec. 21, at 11 a.m.

These thought-provoking words and music by Mark Hayes are put

together in an anthem the Chancel Choir will be sharing on Sunday, THE M OF

Now. 16. I know sometimes we are caught up in the moment of
enjoying the music and we lose out on the meaning of some of the kg o B o s e sy
words. Read these words several times and feel your heart lighten! P

During this season of gratitude, I am so grateful for each and every |
one of you who not only participate in the music ministry at Oakland, L&.’/

but also support the Handbell and Chancel Choirs with your kind // '
words and applause as appropriate. The act of thanking a choir

member does not go unnoticed and is very much appreciated! F epper [ hoplin

Rehearsals begin Sunday, Nov. 9 at 9:45
a.m. to prepare for this year’s Christmas
Cantata. All are invited. Questions? Ask a
choir member or email Paul at
peputnam(@yahoo.com.

And remember, Gratitude Changes
Everything.

—1In Christ’s Love,
Panl Putnam, Minister of Music




CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Now. 1 Fall Fest (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Novw. 2 Remembrance and Legacy Angels

Now. 4 Staff Meeting—Godwin Meeting Room (10 a.m.)

Nov. 5 Council Budget Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)

Now. 11 Office Closed—Veterans Day

Nov. 18 Prison Angel Tree Gift Wrapping—CLC (9 a.m.)

Now. 18 Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Lisa and Erin Whitley and Shawn Humphries
Now. 18 Men’s Fellowship Il Paesano Pizza—2815 Godwin Blvd. (6 p.m.)
Now. 20 Loaves & Fishes—CLC (10 a.m.) and Drive-thru Portico (11 a.m.)
Now. 25 Deadline to Submit Newsletter Articles for December

Now. 27 Office Closed for Thanksgiving

Bell Choir rebearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rebearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night.

Minister of Music will communicate exceptions to practice.
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Sharon Creekmore Emilee Pantelides 16

Susie Faton j Lou Haddad 16 | Honor or remember a loved one or just help
Trudy Norfleet 4 Tola Saunders 19 | decorate the sanctuary with red poinsettias.
Colen Hodgson 5  Rick Vroman 19 Order forms will be in the bulletin during
5 Julie Johnson 20 | November for red poinsettias, in foil, for $11
5
0
8

Jenni Langston : :
Susan Bunch 20 each. Please give order forms, with payment,

Julie Hase .
Judy Gardner to Julie Johnson or you may place the form

Carole Matt and payment in the offering plate. Poinsettias
Gini Semler will be displayed in church on the day of the
Parker Howell UG cantata, Dec. 21, and may be taken home
Mary Williams after the service. The deadline to return order
David Mart ) forms is Sunday, Dec. 7.

Penny Hathaway 22




Above left, the CAPS Executive Board, including Pastor Stump, served a community
meal this month. Above right, John Matt worked on doors in the church building.

Pastor Stump’s letter continued...

attendance. I want to remind you, the strategic
plan was reviewed and voted upon by the
congregation to be executed by the responsible
parties. One of the primary responsibilities of
the church council is to execute the strategic
plan. It’s that important.

For perspective: we’re down about 10% from
this point last year, but up 23% since 2022.

And financially? We have more resources than
ever in the history of this church. With the

likely sale of the land along Godwin Boulevard,

that number will grow—significantly.

So maybe the message this month is simple:
Read. Pray. Try.

Then—Ilike my shirts remind me—Ilove hard,
empower others, and fight racism.

That’s how we plant seeds. That’s how we grow.
And maybe, just maybe, that’s enough.

You, the congregation, absolutely love hard. It’s
such a tangible thing here. And you have the
power to do glorious things in this world—
power which you have given through the
strategic plan to others to execute throughout
the year. May it be so.

—Rev Jason Stump




From Your Stewardship Committee

TIME, TALENTS....

We were very inspired on Oct.
26, as we recognized the time
and talents of our members.
When you see how some
people participate in so many
ways, doesn’t it make you
wonder what more YOU can
do? There are many
opportunities available, and we
will have sign-up sheets in the
Sanctuary Hall on Jan. 11 and
18 for various tasks and
committees. But you don’t have
to wait until then; you can
become involved at any time.
Just ask or call the office.

..AND TREASURES.
This month we will focus on
our treasures, led by Pastor
Jason’s stewardship sermon on
Now. 16. Your stewardship
letter, with pledge card, will be
available to pick up at the table
in the Sanctuary Hall on that
date, or the following Sunday,

Novw. 23, when
we hold our
church
conference.
Any remaining
letters will be
mailed on Now.
24. Pledge
Cards will
again have two
options: 1) to
give a certain
amount weekly,
monthly, quartetly, or yearly, or
2) to give what you can, as
often as you can. Please
prayerfully considered what you
can give in 2026, as you
remember our theme this
year—“No gift too small, no
dream too big.”

Dec. 7 is Commitment Sunday,
when we will come forward
with our pledge cards during
the service. It is a very
meaningful experience to give

them to God as we place them
in the box at the altar. We
appreciate how our members
give so much of their TIME,
TALENTS, and TREASURES,
in support of Oakland
Christian UCC, as we further
our mission of sharing the
gospel message.

The “church” is the people,
and we celebrate YOU!

—Your Stewardship Committee
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Several Oakland
UCC members
attended a
Virginia Choral
Society
performance,
where our own
Paul Putnam was
leader of the
tenor section.




Standing in A.W.E. at Oakland

Aren’t you in awe of what we
can do as a church? I know I
am.

In just the past few weeks
we’ve gathered for worship,
prepared (a lot!) for Fall Fest,
held choir practices and
Sunday School classes, hosted
the annual Eastern Virginia
Association Gathering, packed
lunches for those experiencing
food and housing insecurity,
provided financial help to keep
families from spiraling into
crisis, comforted those who
grieve, went roller skating,
celebrated with a Halloween
party, and met in countless
committees. And I’'m sure I’'m
still missing much more.

When we stop to take it all in,
we stand in awe — not just of
what we do, but of what God
is doing through us. Which

brings me to another kind of
AW.E. — Average Weekly
Engagements.

For years, I've felt that the
church should measure what’s
often immeasurable. The world
has changed, people have
changed, and that’s part of the
ongoing story of God’s
creation. Yet too often,
churches still measure
“success” by Sunday morning
attendance or the size of their
bank accounts. If that’s all we
count, we miss the point.

Stewardship matters, yes —
but God calls us to be faithful,
not greedy; generous, not
gluttonous. (Remember the
Parable of the Rich Fool in
Luke 12.)

Recently, I've heard others
lifting up this same idea of
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AWE. — including our UCC
General Minister, Rev. Dr.
Karen Georgia Thompson,
and our Associate Conference
Minister, Rev. Rob Edwards.
It’s encouraging to see this
conversation growing,

Before we try to develop any
official way to measure
“AW.E.,” let’s simply pause
and notice all the ways our
church touches lives — within
our congregation and beyond
our walls. I think you’ll quickly
realize how faithfully we are
serving God, and maybe you’ll
even imagine new ways to
serve, connect, and grow.

Let’s stand in awe — together.
Let’s Go!

A Note About Communications With Pastor Stump

Hello Church!

To help our Sunday mornings
tlow smoothly into worship,
please send me any
announcements you’d like
shared by Thursday cach
week. If you'd prefer to make
the announcement yourself,
just let me know by Thursday
as well so we can plan
accordingly.

Also, a quick reminder —
Sunday mornings are my
busiest time, as my main focus
is preparing for and leading us
in worship of our Lord. I truly
value connecting and
fellowshipping with everyone,
but I don’t always remember all
the details shared in quick
hallway conversations. The
best way to make sure I
don’t miss something

important is to email me
your news or information
during the week.

Thank you for helping make
our worship experience run
smoothly and for your
understanding as we work
together to serve God and one
another.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Stump



Staying Connected: Tips for Effective and
Respectful Communication

As our church family continues
to grow, clear and respectful
communication helps keep
everyone informed and
connected. Here are a few
reminders to help us do that
well:

o Use Realm for group emails
and announcements. Realm
provides a secure way to
share updates and protect
everyone’s personal
information. Sending large
group emails outside of
Realm (through personal
email accounts) can create
security risks, expose private
addresses, and may not
comply with data protection
best practices.

o Take advantage of Realm’s
tools for groups and
committees. Task groups,
boards, and committees can
all use Realm to send
customized emails directly
to their members. Using
these built-in tools ensures
our communication remains
organized, efficient, and
secure. Realm allows leaders
to:

¢ Send emails to entire
groups or select

*

individuals.

Attach documents like
agendas or photos (up to
5MB).

Keep an email history for

accountability and tracking,

Send both automated
updates (like event
reminders) and manual
messages when needed.
Rely on automatic list
updates, so when members
join or leave a group, the
email list stays current.
Integrate with Constant

Contact for more advanced

communication and design

options.
Be thoughtful with group
texts. Group texts are great
tor quick coordination —
like confirming a meeting
time, checking in on
someone, or sharing
encouragement. But for
larger groups or detailed
discussions, Realm or email
works better. Group texts
can easily become
overwhelming, and not
everyone wants frequent
notifications.
Respect personal time.
Unless it’s an emergency or
urgent matter, please try to

send messages and emails
during reasonable hours.
Many of us balance work,
tamily, and church life, and
honoring that space helps
everyone stay refreshed and
responsive.

» Before sending a message, it
can be helpful to pause and
ask:

¢ Am I using the right
method for this message?

Am I considering how this

might be received by the

recipients?

¢ Is this the right time to
send it?

¢ Would Realm be a better
or safer way to
communicate this
information?

*

As Paul reminds us, “Let all
that you do be done in love” (1
Corinthians 16:14). When our
communication reflects care,
respect, and good stewardship,
it builds up the body of Christ
and keeps our community
healthy — both spiritually and
practically.

Thank you for helping us stay

connected in love and wisdom!

o—STAYING —-



Oakland Halloween Party

All God's“‘ﬂc
Creatures




OAKLAND CHRISTIAN UCC
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Many willing hands came
together to make candy
for sale at the Fall Fest,
coming up on Now. 1.

The Golden Jewels had a special
gathering recently to fellowship
and enjoy a meal together.

Helpers needed for Prison Angel Tree Ministry

Prison Angel Tree Ministry is a These touching sentiments colors)
nine-week outreach of love and bring comfort and connection e« Wrapping: Nov. 18 in the
compassion — purchasing, that children will cherish for CLC
wrapping, and delivering years to come. o Delivery: Dec. 5-6
Christmas gifts to children of
incarcerated parents and We are blessed with many If you’d like more information
grandparents. dedicated volunteers — and or wish to help, please

always welcome more! contact Mary Haddad
Although the gifts are paid Opportunities are available for or Leslie Peterfeso.
for by Oakland's Christian shopping, wrapping, and
Outreach Committee and delivery: Thank you, and God bless!
purchased by our volunteers, « Shopping: Now
the gift tags and heartfelt through Now. 12 (caregivers Sincerely,
messages come directly from provide each child’s wish Mary

the incarcerated loved one. list, sizes, and favorite



Eastern Virginia Association meeting

Dear Pastor Stump and the
Oakland Christian Church
Family:

On behalf of the Board and
the entire Eastern Virginia
Association of the United
Church of Christ, I want to
express our heartfelt
appreciation for your gracious
hospitality in hosting the 56th

organization, and generosity
created a spirit of genuine
fellowship that reflected the
very best of our shared
covenant. Your amazing
Community Life Center and
atmosphere of welcome
provided the perfect setting for
our time together in
discernment and celebration.

Annual Meeting of the Eastern We are especially grateful for

Virginia Association.

From the moment we arrived,
it was evident that Oakland
Christian Church had prepared
prayerfully and thoughtfully to

welcome us. Your warmth,

the dedicated service of your
Hospitality Team, whose
tireless efforts ensured that
every delegate and visitor was

cared for and well-fed. The
wonderful lunch and the spirit

- —

were tangible expressions of
Christ’s love in action.

Please convey our deepest
thanks to everyone who
contributed their time, gifts,
and energy to make this year’s
gathering such a success. Your
congregation’s hospitality
embodies what it means to be
the Body of Christ—working
together, welcoming all, and
serving with gladness.

In Christ’s Love,

Rev. Robert C. Edwards, 111
Interim Associate Conference

of joy with which it was served M:nister
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Sleepy Hole Park Native Garden Waterfront and Dock

3:00-6:00pm
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Recognition of Partners and Volunteers.

4
Tree Dedication to FEEE h kt /
Elizabeth Taraski and Lorraine McGovern. B

Celebrating 15 Years of Restoring the River & Community
WWW.CLEANMYRIVERS.COM




If you believe that God is calling you to
be a member of this congregation,
please let us know with a call to our
church office. We can help you join by
baptism or profession of faith, as a
transfer, or by reinstatement.

It would be wonderful to have you in
our Church Family!

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To share God’s love with all people,
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength.

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ
P. O. Box 2008
Suffolk, VA 23432

NOVEMBER 2025
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump

Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam
Secretary: Connie Edwards

Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper

Telephone: (757) 255-4353
Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday

Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com

Website: www.OaklandUCC.org
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