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m @ Hello Church!

; Well, it’s Advent—the season of expectant waiting.
What I love about this season is that while we all know
the One we are waiting for is Jesus, we sometimes

| forget that Advent invites us to look in two directions
at once. We prepare our hearts for the celebration of

DASTOR  lpromise of Christ’s return. Many call this the “Second
Coming,” but however we name it, it’s part of the deep rhythm of Christian faith.

It’s interesting that the early church went nearly 400 years before Christians began celebrating
Christmas as a holy day. Yet the hope of Christ’s return—God continuing to break into the
world—has always been a living conversation among believers.

Here’s where I find myself: I can’t say with any certainty that Christ will 7o return one day in a way
recognizable to all. But I fully believe Christ returns again and again—in ways we notice, and in
ways we miss. In every act of mercy, every moment of forgiveness, every glimmer of hope, every
surprise of grace—Christ shows up.

The seasons of Advent and Christmas invite us to honor the history, mystery, and majesty of
Christ’s humble entry into the world. This isn’t a “birthday party” in the way we mark our own
birthdays. In fact, we know Dec. 25 is almost certainly not the literal date of Jesus’ birth. Instead,
we celebrate what it meant that Christ was born—how God chose to enter the world, and what that
still means for us today.

But we’re not there yet. We are in Advent—a powerful, spiritually rich season that many Christians
rush through without realizing the depth it offers. Don’t let that happen this year. Let Advent slow
you down and draw you closer to God.

To help with that, I've created a simple resource for you: “Feedin’ Souls for Advent: A 15-Minute
Daily Journey of Lectio Divina.”

It’s a short daily prayer guide meant to help you pause, breathe, listen, and grow during this season
of expectant waiting. You can pick one up in the sanctuary any Sunday, or stop by the church
during the week to get your copy. I truly hope it blesses your Advent journey.

Remember, expectant waiting is not the same as simple patience. Expectant waiting is active. It is
hopeful. It assumes that what God has promised will come to pass. It invites us to prepare—both

continued on page 4
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From the Music Corner:

There’s a song in the air! Theres a star in the sky!

Theres a mothers deep prayer and a baby’s low cry!

And the star rains its fire while the beantiful sing,
For the manger in Bethlehem cradles a King!

“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” as the familiar song goes. Welcoming our savior,
Jesus Christ into our hearts and homes at this time of year brings a sense of wonder and
renewal. For many of us, the melodies and words woven together help us to tell the story of
our dear savior’s birth.

Advent and Christmas are truly special here at Oakland. Our Bell Choir and Chancel Choir are
working hard to help make the music sparkle this season. On Sunday, Dec. 14, our Bell Choir
will be playing, “Go Tell It on the Mountain” and “Carol of the Bells.” You won’t want to miss
it!

Our annual Christmas Cantata this year is, “The Heart of Christmas” by Pepper Choplin. This
will be presented on Sunday, Dec. 21 at 11 a.m. and then again

at 4 p.m. What a wonderful opportunity to invite your family,
triends, and neighbors to experience Christmas music at

Oakland!

Christmas Eve will be special with our wonderful harpist,
Danielle Caldwell. Danielle is a graduate of Christopher
Newport University and Shenandoah Conservatory, where
she earned a master’s degree in harp performance. She will
be performing as part of our lessons and carols Christmas
Candlelight Service at 9 p.m.

What a wonderful time to be involved with the music program
at Oakland!

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas, everyone!

Musically Yours, Harpist Danielle Caldwell
Paul Putnam, Minister of Music




CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Hang Inside & Outside Wreaths (9 a.m.)

Angel Tree Gifts Due Back

Return 2026 Pledge Cards During Worship

Salvation Army Bell Ringers at Belk (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Staff Christmas Luncheon—Smithfield Station (11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.)
Deacon’s Meeting—Friendship Room (immediately following worship)
Church Christmas Party—CLC (immediately following worship)
Jewels Christmas Party—Baron’s Pub, 185 N. Main St. (6 p.m.)

Men’s Fellowship—Mod Olive, 115 N. Main St. (6 p.m.)

Loaves & Fishes Drive Thru (11 a.m.) meeting to follow

Christmas Cantata—Church Sanctuary (11 a.m. and 4 p.m.)

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (9 p.m.)

Deadline to Submit Newsletter Articles for January

Christmas Candlelight Service with Harpist Danielle Caldwell (9 p.m.)

Bell Choir rebearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rebearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night.

Minister of Music will communicate exceptions to practice.
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Ed Carter Peggy Shackelford 16
Helena Burgess Laurel Johnson 20 It’s not too late to honor or remember a
Rob Rhodes Sharon Ingold 21 loved one or just help decorate the sanctuary

Rev. Jason Stump Kyle Arcand 30 with rgd poinsettias. Red poinsettias,' in foil,
are available for $11 each. The deadline to

Sam Howell return order forms is Sunday, Dec. 7. Please
Jean Jordan give order forms, with payment, to Julie
Kendall Burgess 7 7\ Johnson or you may place the form and
Anne Hodgson 11 (W - payment in the offering plate. Poinsettias will
Mary Anne Riddick 13 ® be displayed in church on the day of the

14 cantata, Dec. 21, and may be taken home

Sonora Curliss

Jack Brennecke ‘
John Gayle 15 after the service.




From Your Stewardship Committee

We hope you heard Pastor
Jason’s wonderful and inspiring
message on Nov. 16. He
brought home beautifully our
theme: “Dreaming God’s
Dream—No Gift Too Small,
No Dream Too Big.”

You should have received your
stewardship letter by now, with
your 2026 pledge card/
envelope. Thank you for
picking up your letters in the
Sanctuary Hall on Now. 16 or
23, saving significantly on the
cost of postage. Those not
picked up were mailed on Now.
24. If you have not received ~ please complete your pledge  in to the office during the
your letter, contact Connie in  card, place it in the envelope ~ month of December.
the office. provided, and bring it to our

worship service on Dec. 7. Oakland Christian UCC is
We ask that you prayerfully During that service, we will blessed to have a congregation
consider how you will respond. come forward to give our that is so giving of their time,
You may pledge a specific pledges to God, placing them  talents, and treasures. We thank
amount weekly, monthly, or in the box at the altar. This isa you for all you do, in each of
other (perhaps quartetly or very meaningful experience these areas of giving!
annually). You may also pledge one—you don’t want to miss.
to give when you can, as much If you cannot attend on Dec. —Your Stewardship Commrittee
as you are able. Once you have 7, please place your envelope
decided on your response, in the collection plate or turn it

Pastor Stump’s letter continued...

for the celebration of Christmas and for the and Joy. Trust me when I tell you...
countless ways Christ continues to return to us,
again and again. Jesus the Christ is coming.

Friends, in this time of uncertainty, change, Let’s prepare.

flexibility, adaptation, and even evolution within

the church, I am absolutely certain of one thing, Wishing you blessings in this Advent season,
And in that one thing I find Hope, Peace, Love, —DPastor Stump




I have read the prophets.
And I have read, and
studied under, some great
scholars and theologians.
Still, I don’t think I've ever
heard a truer prophecy—
or a clearer understanding
of the relationship
between our Divine
Creator and creation—
than I did during this
Children’s Message.

I was thinking I'd be giving
my children’s message
without any children when

Charlotte Fly sprinted
forth from the nursery and
said, with all the authority
of heaven:

“If you don’t plant the
seed, it won’t grow.”

This past year as your
pastor has been steeped in
that lesson. Sister Charlotte
and I are on the same page
at the moment. And 1
believe many of you are
right there with us.

—Pastor Jason

Women’s Bible Study begins in January

Come join in our next
Oakland Women’s Bible Study
meeting each Wednesday
morning Jan. 21 through
March 4. This seven-week
Bible study by Lisa Harper,
“A Jesus Shaped Life,” is an
invitation to explore the
depths of God'’s character,
God‘s love for us, and how
our relationship with Him
transforms us. We hope this
study will deepen our

relationship with God and

with each other.

Social time 1s 9:45 to 10 a.m.
The Bible study will be from
10 to 11:30 a.m. Please see
Julie Hase or Mary Anne
Riddick to sign up. This is a
video Bible study. Workbooks
are available online from
Amazon and may be ordered
by each participant. If help is
needed, please contact Mary
Anne or Julie.

We hope to see you there!

A BACK PORCH Thakpy BIBLE STUDY

Lisa Harper

A Jesus
Shaped Life

How Biblically Sound Theology Deepens
Our Relationship with God and Each Other

Seven Sessions with Video Access

Volunteers needed for CAPS Night Shelter

The CAPS Night Shelter
program is ramping up for
the season, and your help is
needed.

If you would like to volunteer,
please reach out directly to the
Coalition Against Poverty in

Suffolk. They will ensure you
get the information and
training needed, and they will
coordinate a week, or even a
tew days that you can help.

All help is appreciated.
However, there is a specific

need for men to help staff the
overnight hours at the shelters.
This isn't due to safety
concerns, but simply the lack
of male presence that has been
evident in volunteers in recent
years. It helps, and it matters.




Sharing Christ’s Love at Christmas

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these my brothers and sisters,
you did for me.” — Matthew 25:40

Three years ago, Pastor Jason Stump
preached a sermon that sparked a
certain calling within our
congregation. His message inspired
Oakland Christian Church
volunteers to begin a ministry that
shares the hope of Christ’s birth
with a deeply vulnerable group:
children with incarcerated parents read: ‘T love you so much, baby, and I'm Wrapping Team—Mary Anne
and grandparents. s0 proud of you. 1 miss you and can’t wait Riddick & Carole Matt, Co-

to get home to you and your brothers and Chairs
We help incarcerated people send sister. Daddy loves you always.” Cards with Incarcerated Family’s
love and encouragement to their Sentiments—Designed and
children at Christmas. Through This year, 22 incarcerated individuals printed by Lorraine Gayle
Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree will connect with their children and Delivery Team—Rick Vroman,
Program, our ministry receives the  grandchildren through Oakland’s Chair
names of this vulnerable group of Prison Angel Tree. One family with ~ We extend our heartfelt thanks to
children and their caregivers. three children had two grandfathers every Prison Angel Tree volunteer as
Volunteers contact the caregivers to  in prison participating—each well as to all who work tirelessly on
gather gift ideas, shop with care, sending thoughtful gifts to the the Fall Festival. Fall Festival make
wrap beautifully, and then hand- children. ministries like this possible.
deliver the gifts to the caregivers to Oakland’s generosity ensures that
be opened Christmas morning. Over 20 volunteers served faithfully each of these precious children feels
What makes this ministry especially ~ within four task groups (some remembered and loved.
meaningful is that each gift is given  volunteers served on several task
in the name of the incarcerated groups): “Remember those who are in prison, as
parent or grandparent, accompanied e Caregiver Contact Team—1ILeslie #hough you were in prison with them.” —
by a personal, heartfelt message. Peterfeso, Chair Hebrews 13:3
One note from an incarcerated Shopping Team—Mary Haddad,
father to his 14-year-old daughter Chair Thank you. God bless you.




Fall Fest: Truly Priceless

Do you remember the old American Express
commercial that listed the price of everything
— vacations, jewelry, trips — but ended by
reminding us that the priceless things in life
are our relationships and memories?

That perfectly describes this year’s Fall Fest.

Fall Fest has now grossed over $25,000 — an
incredible, mind-boggling blessing! Think of
the good we can do in our community with
those funds: helping neighbors with rent, roof
repairs, septic issues, child care, and insurance

deductibles.

But the priceless part of Fall Fest wasn’t the
money — it was the fellowship. From every
item and dollar donated, every piece of candy
made, every pie baked and packaged, every
ingredient chopped for chicken salad and
Brunswick stew, and every silent auction item

sought out and beautifully arranged — there
was a constant presence of love and unity.

The day began with Jason’s heartfelt prayer,
and from there it was filled with smiles,
laughter, and conversation. We welcomed
so many visitors and received countless
compliments about how beautiful, joyful,
and well-organized the day was.

The word “thanks” feels far too small. Still,

we say it from the bottom of our hearts:
Thank you to everyone who helped in every
way. Oakland folks are truly the best!

Know that you are deeply loved and
appreciated.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Denise Spady and Pam Saunders, Co-Chairs
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

Oakland Christian Church CLC
RVSP to Samantha Fly or
Sign-Up sheet in Fellowship Hall
The first 40 people to sign up will be guaranteed a
drawing from a local artist live at the event.

Sl
We cant wait ts see gow./

This is a fully catered event,
so please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.




Above left, AED installation takes place in the Community Life Center. Above middle, the AED after
installation. Above right, the Knox Box next to the church door.

Emergency plan improvements implemented

Our Building & Grounds team is already hard arrest. It checks the heart’s thythm and, if

at work implementing our new Emergency
Action Plan Policy.

As part of these safety improvements, we’ve
installed an additional AED in the Community
Life Center, as well as 2 Knox Box near the
main entrance to provide emergency access for
local fire and rescue personnel.

An AED, or Automated External Defibrillator,
is a lightweight, easy-to-use medical device
designed to help in cases of sudden cardiac

needed, sends a controlled electric shock to try
to restart the heart. AEDs are built so that
anyone, even without medical training, can use
them in an emergency.

In the event of a fire alarm, medical emergency,
or other urgent situation, responders can use
their department-issued master key to open the
Knox Box and retrieve church keys. This allows
for immediate, damage-free entry into the
building, helping ensure everyone’s safety.
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We extend our sincere appreciation to Ronnie
Kelly of Kelly’s Nursery for transforming our
entrance with stunning Fall Fest decorations
and brightening the season with beautifully
planted winter pansies. Your gift of
beautification is a blessing to all who visit.




If you believe that God is calling you to
be a member of this congregation,
please let us know with a call to our
church office. We can help you join by
baptism or profession of faith, as a
transfer, or by reinstatement.

It would be wonderful to have you in
our Church Family!

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To share God’s love with all people,
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength.

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ
P. O. Box 2008
Suffolk, VA 23432

DECEMBER 2025
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump

Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam
Secretary: Connie Edwards

Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper

Telephone: (757) 255-4353
Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday

Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com

Website: www.OaklandUCC.org
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