
 

GOOD TIDINGS newsletter 

 

                               

Hello Church! 
 
My very good friend Sara Margalus will be releasing her 
book, Never Live the Same Year Twice, this coming 
summer. Truly, I consider Sara more like a sister than a 
friend. In the book, she describes how she stopped 
making New Year’s resolutions and instead began using 
her birthday as a personal reset—a time for setting new 
goals, embracing transformation, and continuing to 
evolve. 

 
Sara has a gift for wisdom, grounded in lived experience. Her insights come from a rich background 
that includes her upbringing, academic pursuits, military service, and corporate leadership. Today, 
she is a sought-after consultant, trainer, and keynote speaker. She’s the founder of  Soterian 
Consulting, and one recent speaking engagement was as a feature speaker during the “Fearless” 
Women’s Summit in Washington, D.C.  
 
One of  my favorite quotes from the book, shared by her publisher, is this: “You are meant to grow, 
evolve, and step fully into your true potential.” 
 
While Sara’s primary audience may be individuals—and I can’t wait to get my signed copy—I 
believe there is deep wisdom here for organizations as well. Especially for Christian faith 
communities. Especially for the Church. 
 
We know that God is always doing a new thing. As the prophet Isaiah reminds us, 

“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of  old. 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 
(Isaiah 43:18–19, NRSVUE) 

 
Our sacred texts are filled with stories that point us toward renewal, movement, and holy 
disruption. We also know that God calls us not only to believe new things, but to live in new ways. 
The teachings of  Jesus are not a one-time transformation; they are continually transforming. One 
of  the deep mystical truths of  following Jesus is this: true disciples are always being formed, 
reformed, and transformed. To stop growing spiritually is to risk stagnation—or even spiritual 
death. 
 
So, dear church, I challenge you, as the Body of  Christ, to not live the same year twice. Let us take 
2026 and make it truly different from 2025. Yes, 2025 held many good and faithful moments—for 
that we give thanks. But let us commit ourselves to something more than simply doing things 
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From the Music Corner: 
 

There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky! 
There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 

For the manger in Bethlehem cradles a King! 
 

What a gift! We have been blessed with the gift of  Jesus Christ! There is a star in the sky calling 
the Wise Men to Bethlehem to see the baby Jesus. I have always loved this carol, “There’s a 
Song in the Air” with its story, and sweet sentiment. 
 
The Chancel Choir and the Handbell Choir gave it their all preparing and performing this 
Advent season. The music ministry at Oakland is truly a light in this community. When you  
see a member of  either choir, please thank them for sharing their gifts and talents! 
 
The Chancel Choir will perform an encore performance of  “The Heart of  Christmas” by 
Pepper Choplin at 4 p.m. Jan. 4 at Lake Prince Woods. This Christmas Cantata not only had 
beautiful music, but the words and stories shared throughout gave it so much more meaning.  
All are welcome at Lake Prince Woods. It is an open performance venue to the public. 
 
Have you been thinking about joining  
the Chancel Choir? Now is a great time 
as we begin a new season of  music-
making. We have people in the choir 
‘with varying abilities to read music, but 
we all love singing, worshiping the Lord, 
and sharing in the fellowship of  choir. 
Feel free to ask any choir member about 
their experience or speak with me about 
your interest. You can always send me an 
email at peputnam@yahoo.com. 
 
Wishing you all a beautiful and inspired 
2026! 
  
Peace and Love to you all, 
Paul Putnam, Minister of  Music 

Harpist Danielle Caldwell performs on Christmas 
Eve. 



 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Deandra Parks 5 
Jesse Williams 6 
Betsy Bowman 12 
Alex Shearin  14 

Aubri Wilson 14 
Jackie Pierce  15 
Aurora Thompson 15 
Mary Jane Naismith18 
Kevin Kennedy 19 
Chris Hase  20 
Robert Fly  21 
Gavin Billings 21 

Lisa Fore-Arcand 25 
Erin Babler  25 
Connie Edwards 27 
Jesse Burgess 27 
Becky Brennecke 27 
Matt Zydron  28 
Wilma Roth  31 

Jan.  1  Office Closed for New Year’s Day  

Jan.  6  Outreach Committee—Kids Beyond the Bell—Meals off-site  

Jan.  11  Deacon Training—CLC (immediately following worship)  

Jan.  15  Loaves and Fishes—CLC (11 a.m.) food distribution and meeting  

Jan.  19  Office Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan.  20  Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Mary Anne, Julie and Katie 

Jan.  20  Men’s Fellowship—George’s Steakhouse, 1260 Holland Road (6 p.m.) 

Jan.  21  Women’s Bible Study—CLC (9:45 a.m.) 

Jan. 24 Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (11 a.m.) 

Jan.  25  February Newsletter Articles Deadline 

Jan.  25  Deacon Installation (during church service) 

          

Bell Choir rehearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rehearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night. 

Minister of  Music will communicate exceptions to practice. 

Oakland in 
the snow on 

Dec. 8. 



 

“better.” Let us commit to doing new things. 
New expressions of  faith. New ways of  walking 
ancient paths. New courage in responding to 
God’s call. 
 
As your pastor, I commit to this journey as well. 

I invite you to hold me accountable, and I 
promise to offer you that same gift of  
accountability—always rooted in love and grace. 
 
Onward, Christ followers. Onward. 

—Pastor Jason 

Pastor Stump’s letter continued... 

It’s the time of  year at Oakland 
when we sign up for how we 
can give of  our Time and 
Talents in 2026. What does 
this mean? 
• Time: Dedicate your time 

to help serve on 
committees needed in our 
church and community. 

• Talents: Use your unique 

talents, skills, and abilities 
to contribute to the church 
and those in need. 

  
On Jan. 11 and 18, the 
Stewardship Committee will 
have sign-up sheets in the 
Sanctuary Hall for each of  the 
many ways we can give of  our 
time and talents. Sign up for 

the committees you wish to 
remain on and any new ones! 
  
Thanks to those of  you who 
turned in their 2026 Pledge 
Cards on Dec. 7 or 14. For 
anyone else, remember, it is 
not too late! 
  

—Your Stewardship Committee  

From Your Stewardship Committee 

The hard work 
of  Music 
Minister Paul 
Putnam, the 
Chancel Choir, 
and everyone 
involved helped 
make Cantata 
Sunday a 
successful 
worship and 
outreach. 
 
“The Heart of  
Christmas” by 
Pepper Choplin 
was heard by 
many people 
across Oakland 
Christian UCC 
and the 
community.  
 

There were 120 
people in 
attendance for 
the 11 a.m. 
service, with 
104 people in 
attendance at 
the 4 p.m. 
service. 
Many of  the 
people in 
attendance at 
the afternoon 
service were 
visiting from 
outside our 
church, making  
the cantata a 
terrific 
community 
outreach. 



 

Women’s Bible Study begins in January 
Come join in our next 
Oakland Women’s Bible Study 
meeting each Wednesday 
morning Jan. 21 through 
March 4. This seven-week 
Bible study by Lisa Harper,  
“A Jesus Shaped Life,” is an 
invitation to explore the 
depths of  God’s character, 
God‘s love for us, and how  
our relationship with Him 
transforms us.  

Social time is 9:45 to 10 a.m. 
The Bible study will be from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Please see 
Julie Hase or Mary Anne 
Riddick to sign up. This is a 
video Bible study. Workbooks 
are available online from 
Amazon and may be ordered 
by each participant. If  help is 
needed, please contact Mary 
Anne or Julie. 

Our church leadership is 
asking for your input as we 
plan for the future of  Oakland 
Christian UCC. We are asking 
you to complete a survey to 
provide this input.  
 
This survey is designed to 
collect your views on the 
church’s facility repairs and 
improvements being 
considered, as well as the 
direction Oakland Christian 
UCC should take to remain 
relevant into the future. Our 

objective is to use our 
resources to invest in a church 
that will serve you, your family, 
and the community for the 
next 50 years.  
 
Your anonymous input will be 
combined with other input 
and provided to church 
committees who are 
developing options for repairs 

and improvements. These 
options will be presented to 
the church body for a vote 
prior to any action being 
taken. Your input is 
important.  
 
The survey will become active 
on Jan. 10, 2026. Your 
responses will be collected 
through Feb. 14, 2026. You 
can complete this survey by 
going online at 
surveymonkey.com/
r/6NKMYTG. 

Church survey opens on Jan. 10 

The Hanging of  the 
Greens, far left, and  
bell-ringing for the 

Salvation Army, left, are 
two beloved December 
traditions for Oakland 

Christian UCC 
members. 



 

Recent Sunday services have brought 
memorable moments at Oakland, 
including the church staff  lighting the first 
candle on the Advent wreath, a celebration 
of  Pastor Jason’s 50th birthday, the 
handbell choir performance on Dec. 14, 
and a special children’s message featuring 
a teddy bear titled “Still Holding the Gift.” 



 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 



 

As temperatures are expected 
to drop in the month of  
January,  
Old Man Winter proves, once 
again, he can be so contrary. 
 
As Mary Anne, Julie and Katie 
pondered ways to entice their 
Jeweled friends to come out in 
the cold, 
They hatched an idea and boy, 
was it bold! 

On Jan. 20, come join us for 
“Jammin’ with the Jewels,” 
When we'll wear our jammies 
and look like a bunch of  fools! 
 
In soft, warm jammies, cozy 
and bright, 
We’ll end our day with pure 
delight! 
 
We’ll dine on breakfast foods 
with treats galore, 

Maybe a mimosa or 2 … but 
no more! 
 
Come in your jammies, robes 
and gowns, 
No one but us will know since 
the sun will be down! 
 
Wear your slippers and bring 
your hearts full of  glee, 
It's going to be an evening to 
remember, join us and see! 

Jammin’ With the Jewels in January 

Angels Among Us at Oakland 
The Prison Angel Tree (delivery pictures at top) and Salvation Army Angel Tree (pictures at 
bottom) provided two distinct opportunities for Oakland members to participate in a common 
cause — helping spread the joy of  Christmas to people in need in our community. 



 

  

          

 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Statement of Purpose 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 

 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY ON 
FAITH, HOPE, AND 
LOVE 

 

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 2008  
Suffolk, VA 23432  
 

JANUARY 2026 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
Secretary: Connie Edwards  
Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks  
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper 
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper 
 
                  Telephone: (757) 255-4353  
  Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday 
 
           Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com  
 
            Website: www.OaklandUCC.org 

  

 
 


