
 

GOOD TIDINGS newsletter 

 

                               

Oh Church! Have 
you noticed? Do you 
realize what is 
unfolding before us 
at Oakland Christian 
UCC? 
 
We have so much 
ahead of  us. The sale 
of  property that will 
provide significant 

resources. Major renovations and long-needed 
repairs to our church building. Visioning and 
development of  the Sarick Property—soon to 
become Oakland Christian UCC property. And 
all of  this while we continue the faithful, 
everyday ministry we already do … along with 
new possibilities we are only beginning to 
imagine. 
 
Oh my. How will we do all of  this? Are we 
enough to do this? 
 
No. No, we are not—at least not on our own. 
And the good news is, we never have been. 
I truly believe that God has brought us to this 
moment. God has led us to a mountaintop view 
where we can finally see what lies ahead. And 
wow—what stretches before us feels like a 
promised land we’ve never seen before. 
 
It is not an exaggeration to say that few 
churches—if  any—across our country find 
themselves in such a unique position: resourced, 
poised, and called to do so much good for God’s 
purposes in the world. 
 
 

The God who brought us here will not abandon 
us, so long as we remain open and attentive to a 
still-speaking God. The same God who guided 
us through prayerful discernment, strategic 
planning, budgets, and new committees 
continues to walk with us. God equips us. God 
empowers us. God frees the gifts, talents, and 
resources already among us—especially through 
the leaders and committees now helping guide us 
into this next chapter. 
 
The greatest obstacles before us are not financial 
or logistical. They are fear, old habits, and the 
temptation to get stuck in cumbersome 
processes instead of  trusting the movement of  
the Spirit. 
 
And yet, we will overcome even those. 
 
As the Apostle Peter proclaimed on the day of  
Pentecost, quoting the prophet Joel, the Spirit is 
poured out on all people. That Spirit is alive and 
active among us right now. God is surely with us. 
So yes—these days we can say it with confidence 
and faith:  
 
Let’s do this. 
 
“Then afterward 
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old shall dream dreams, 
and your young shall see visions. 
Even on male and female servants, 
in those days I will pour out my spirit.” 

—Joel 2:28-29 
 
 

Oh Church—Look What God Is Doing Among Us 



 

From the Music Corner: 
 

Some glad morning when this life is over I’ll fly away. 
To a home on God’s celestial shore I’ll fly away. 

I’ll fly away, oh, Glory I’ll fly away. 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by I’ll fly away. 

 
How many of  you just sang this wonderful gospel song in your head while reading the words? I 
know I sure did! The choir will be singing the “Fly Away Medley” as well as a jazzy arrangement 
of  “Standing on the Promises” for Mardi Gras Sunday on Sunday, Feb. 15. We are looking 
forward to once again hosting the Olde James River Jazz Band. This is a wonderful jazz 
celebration on the Sunday before the beginning of  Lent. Please invite family and friends to join 
us, as this is a celebration to be shared! 
 
“Come, Walk with Me” by Pepper Choplin will 
be our Lenten/Easter Cantata presented at both 
11 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 29. We will 
begin rehearsals at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 22 in 
the choir room. We would love to have you! If  
you have any questions, please ask a choir 
member or myself. 

Have you been thinking about singing with the 
Chancel Choir? We are a group of  people who 
love singing and sharing Christ’s message  
through music. We all come to choir with 
different levels of  singing ability, but the beauty  
is in how we work together. If  you want to come 
and “try” us out without any judgment, please 
feel free. Want to know more? See me or send  
me an email to peputnam@yahoo.com. 
 
Don’t forget to put Sunday, Feb. 15 on your 
calendar! 
 
Musically Yours, 
Paul E Putnam, Minister of  Music 



 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Devon Langston  2 
Gene Arcand   3 
Tammy Howell  6 
Shelley Helms  8 
Lynn Knight   9 

Kirk Barrett   10 
Tracia Howell  10 
Dale Boyer   14 
Dori Mitchell  14 
Kimmy Curliss  15 
Waylon Harris  15 
Jesse Williams  15 
Lucas Gup   16 
Josh Harrell   20 
Rose Bowers   21 

Amy Csisar   21 
Lauren Billings  23 
Bryn Blanchette  23 
Grayson Blanchette  23 
Eddie Walker  23 
Randy Rowell  26 
Cynthia West   28 
Peyton Wise   28 
 

Wednesday Feb. 4  Women’s Bible Study—CLC (9:45 a.m.) 

Saturday Feb. 7 Souper Bowl Setup—CLC (after 5:30 p.m.) 

Sunday Feb. 8 Souper Bowl Sunday—CLC (after worship) 

Wednesday Feb. 11 Women’s Bible Study—CLC (9:45 a.m.) 

Saturday Feb. 14 Set-up for Mardi Gras—Sanctuary 

Sunday Feb. 15 Mardi Gras Sunday and New Member Sunday 

Monday Feb. 16 Office Closed—Presidents Day  

Tuesday Feb. 17 Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Carole, Kirsten, and Deb 

Tuesday Feb. 17 Men’s Fellowship—Cazadores, 1701 N. Main St. (6 p.m.)  

Wednesday Feb. 18 Women’s Bible Study—CLC (9:45 a.m.) 

Saturday Feb. 21 Setup for Church Luncheon 

Sunday Feb. 22 Church Conference & Covered Dish—CLC (after worship)     

Wednesday Feb. 25 Women’s Bible Study—CLC (9:45 a.m.)  

Wednesday Feb. 25 Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)  

Wednesday Feb. 25 Deadline for March newsletter articles 

Saturday Feb. 28 Dinner for the Community—CLC (noon) hosted by Outreach Committee 

Sunday Mar. 8 Pastor-Parish Committee Meeting (after worship) 

          

Bell Choir rehearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rehearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night. 

Minister of  Music will communicate exceptions to practice. 



 

We thank everyone for taking 
the time in recent weeks to 
review and sign up for the 12 
committees and two task 
groups in support of  Oakland 
Christian UCC.  
 
The response has been 
amazing, with 99 names listed 
for the various committees, 
plus 29 for the task groups. 
(Many signed up for multiple 
committees.) We are so 
grateful for each of  you, who 
are always willing to share your 
Time and Talent gifts, as we 
continue “Dreaming God’s 
Dream — no gift too small, no 
dream too big.” We can’t wait 

to see what can be 
accomplished in 2026, with all 
your combined efforts!   
 
Please join us for a 
Stewardship Committee 
presentation focusing on: 
• How to utilize the 2025  

tax law changes to your 
advantage 

• How to maximize the tax 
savings of  your charitable 
contributions 

• How to benefit from the 
different types of  income 

 
This seminar will be presented 
by Kyle Arcand, CFP, and will 
take place in the Community 

Life Center immediately after 
worship on Sunday, March 1. 
A light lunch will be provided. 
Put it on your calendar now, so 
you can learn this important 
information. Hope to see you 
there! 
 

—Your Stewardship Committee 

From Your Stewardship Committee 

On the fifth Sundays of  the month, one of   
our most joyful traditions comes to life.  
Our children walk the sanctuary with their 
decorated blue buckets, collecting loose  
change and any additional gifts you feel  
called to share. It is a simple act, but one  
that connects our congregation to the wider 
world in powerful ways. 
 
Each year, we choose one organization to 
support throughout the year, focusing on 
ministries that reach beyond our local 
community. In recent years, your generosity  
has made a real impact: 
 
• 2025: Project Safe House, offering safety 

and hope to those in crisis 
• 2024: Friends of  Barnabas, supporting 

communities in Honduras 

• 2023: Church World Service, providing 
clean water in Cambodia 

 
In 2026, our Fifth Sunday Loose Change 
Offering will support World Central Kitchen, 
an organization that responds to humanitarian, 
climate, and community crises by providing 
fresh, nourishing meals to people when they 
need it most. 
 
Mark your calendars for our Fifth Sundays in 
2026: March 29, May 31, Aug. 30, and Nov. 
29. 
 
Thank you for every coin dropped in a bucket, 
every bill folded with care, and every child who 
reminds us that even small gifts can help feed 
the world. Together, we are turning loose 
change into real hope. 

2026 Fifth Sunday Loose Change Offering: World Central Kitchen 



 

Our church leadership is 
asking for your input as we 
plan for the future of  Oakland 
Christian UCC. We are asking 
you to complete a survey to 
provide this input.  
 
This survey is designed to 
collect your views on the 
church’s facility repairs and 
improvements being 
considered, as well as the 
direction Oakland Christian 

UCC should take to remain 
relevant into the future. Our 
objective is to use our 
resources to invest in a church 
that will serve you, your family, 
and the community for the 
next 50 years.  
 
Your anonymous input will be 
combined with other input 
and provided to church 
committees who are 
developing options for repairs 

and improvements. These 
options will be presented to 
the church body for a vote 
prior to any action being 
taken.  
 
Survey responses will be 
collected through Feb. 14, 
2026. You can complete this 
survey by going online at 
surveymonkey.com/
r/6NKMYTG. 

Church survey open through Feb. 14 

Jammin’ with the JEWELS 



 

It’s a wonderful time of  year! 
Registration for Johns River 
Valley Camp has opened!  
 
Don’t forget that our church 
budget includes paying half  of  
the camp registration fee for all 
church youth. There are really 
amazing camps planned this 
year.  

 
• Rising 3rd-5th graders can 

experience an Arts and 
Crafts Camp or a Cooking 
Camp. 

• Rising 5th-8th graders have 
opportunities for a Paddle 
Camp and a Caving Camp. 

• And high schoolers can go 
to a Paddle Camp or a High 
Adventure Camp.  

 
Check out jrvc.org for more 
information! If  you have any 
questions, ask Pastor Stump. 

Oakland Christian UCC members received their Star Words on Jan. 4. Star words are 
helpful words to incorporate into your spiritual practice. How will you focus on your 
word this year? 

Rev. Stump spoke at the Eastern 
Virginia Association of  the United 
Church of  Christ’s Martin Luther 
King Jr Celebration. At left are all 
of  the clergy in attendance. 



 

Charlotte and Aurora learned about 
baptism and helped pour the water in 
on Baptism of  the Lord Sunday. 

Church Women of  the 
Southern Conference United 
Church of  Christ 
 
Dr. James H. Lightbourne 
Jr. Scholarship Guidelines 
and Application 
 
The Dr. James H. Lightbourne 
Jr. Scholarship was established 
to assist needy and deserving 
high school graduates and 
college students who are 
members of  the United 
Church of  Christ in the 
Southern Conference in 
achieving their educational 
goals. The deadline for all 
applications is March 1, 2026. 

Each scholarship applicant 
must be a member of  a 
financially active church in 
United Church of  Christ, 
Southern Conference, and 
enrolled for the upcoming fall 
semester as an undergraduate 
in a college, university, 
community college, or technical 
school. Each applicant must 
submit the most recent copy of  
their high school or college 
transcript. Current high school 
graduates will be considered 
first, then college freshmen, 
and so on. 
 
More information and 
applicants can be obtained 

from Mabel Lassiter, 757-537-
4091 or 
mabelrlassiter@cox.net, from 
your Conference/Association 
office, or from the President of  
Church Women of  Southern 
Conference. 
 
Please mail the completed 
application, transcript, and 
sealed letters of  reference to: 
Tanya Best (CWSC 
Scholarship) 
3412 Facade St. 
Durham, NC 27707 
919-236-5728 cell 
 



 



 

Oakland will begin updating 
photos in Realm starting Feb. 
15. Chris Hase has generously 
volunteered to take studio-
quality photos of  individuals 
and families. He will set up a 
temporary photo studio at the 
church, where photos can be 
taken for use in Realm and, if  
there is sufficient interest, a 
future church directory. 
 
Because Realm profile images 

are small, headshots are 
recommended and can be 
uploaded directly to your 
Realm profile by the church. 
Upon request, Chris can also 
take portrait-style photos, 
which will be emailed to you 
for personal use and possible 
inclusion in a church directory. 
Development of  a directory 
will depend on broad 
participation, as it is most 
useful when the majority of  

the congregation is included. 
 
Photos will be taken against a 
light gray backdrop. Sign-up 
sheets will be available to 
schedule 10-minute sessions 
and minimize wait times. 
Sessions are planned before 
and after 11 a.m. Sunday 
services, during the day on 
Tuesdays, and early Thursday 
evenings between Feb. 15 and 
March 15. 

Photo opportunities provided this month 

Keep Suffolk Beautiful is 
excited to announce the return 
of  the 2026 Great Suffolk 
Cleanup, taking place on March 
27 and 28 throughout the city.  
 
The Great Suffolk Cleanup 
isn’t just about picking up 
litter—it brings our whole 
community together. A cleaner 
Suffolk means stronger local 
businesses, more pride in our 
neighborhoods, and a more 
welcoming place for visitors. 

None of  it would be possible 
without the incredible support 
from local partners, both 
public and private, such as 
Oakland Christian UCC.  
 
This event is a powerful 
community-wide clean 
initiative aimed at removing 
litter and debris from our 
streets, neighborhoods, and 
parks.  
 
Oakland Christian UCC hopes 

to have a large group of  
participants this year. Those 
who would like to sign up can 
contact Rob Rhodes. 

Sign up to help clean up Suffolk 

Easter pies are on! We’ll be baking March 25-31. We will 
assemble orders April 1. Pick-ups and deliveries will be 
April 2-3. More details will be coming, but save the dates! 
Many hands will be needed! 

Help needed with  
Easter pie sale 



 

  

          

 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Statement of Purpose 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 

 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY ON 
FAITH, HOPE, AND 
LOVE 

 

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 2008  
Suffolk, VA 23432  
 

FEBRUARY 2026 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
Secretary: Connie Edwards  
Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks  
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper 
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper 
 
                  Telephone: (757) 255-4353  
  Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday 
 
           Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com  
 
            Website: www.OaklandUCC.org 

  

 
 


