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Strengthening for the Season Ahead

Dear Church Family,

Oakland Christian
UCCisina
remarkable season.

We are looking at
ways to expand
ministry through the
gift of the Sarick
property. We are
preparing for building renovations and additions.
We are discussing a revision of our Constitution
and Bylaws. We have plans to invest our financial
resources more intentionally. We are
implementing our Strategic Plan and will be
developing a new annual church-wide
assessment. Assessments are underway, and
proposals will follow for some organizational
changes that will help us serve God and fulfill
our purpose better than ever before.

This is not a season of survival. It is a season of
opportunity.

In Scripture, seasons of growth always call for
faithful structure. As the early church expanded,
the apostles quickly realized that ministry
required new organization and clarity (Acts 6:1-
7). As responsibility increased, leadership
systems matured alongside it. Growth and
stewardship go hand in hand.

Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 14:40:
“Let all things be done decently and in order.”

Order is not about control. It is about alignment.
It is about making sure our structure supports

the mission God has entrusted to us.

At the council’s request, I'm seeking proposals to
engage a consultant who will help us increase our
excellence in leadership. Over the coming
months, Church Council will be taking a
thoughtful look at how structure and function
best support this next chapter of ministry. This
will help us evaluate how we function and how
we are best positioned to serve you — the
congregation — and especially God well into the
tuture.

This is not about fixing a problem. It is about
preparing faithfully for what God is doing
among us. It is about seizing this high point in
our church life and leveraging the many
resources we have.

Healthy churches strengthen leadership during
seasons of abundance, not after difficulty forces
change. We have been blessed with resources,
momentum, and opportunity. Stewardship
requires that our systems grow as our ministry
grows. Evolution and transformation are life-
sustaining attributes of any living body. This is
true for the body of Christ as well.

I am deeply grateful for the way you continue to
support, serve, and believe in the future of
Oakland. I’'m grateful for your council’s
willingness to enter this process. The best days
of this church are not behind us. They are ahead.

Let us move forward with clarity, unity, and
confidence in the One who has called us.
With gratitude and hope,
Rev. Jason Stump
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From the Music Corner:

Standing on the promises of Christ, my King!
Through eternal ages let His praises ring.
“Glory in the highest!” I will shout and sing, standing on the promises of God.
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God, my Savior;
Standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God.

How many of you just sang this wonderful gospel song in your head while reading the words?
I know I sure did! With Mardi Gras Sunday in the rearview mirror, I find myself still singing
these very comforting words.

The Handbell Choir will be sharing two beautiful selections during worship on Sunday, March
22. This group works continuously mastering the music, so when they perform it all seems
seamless to those listening]

This year’s Easter Cantata will be “Come, Walk With

Me” by Pepper Choplin. Our Easter Cantata will be C ome
presented on Palm Sunday, March 29 during worship,

as well as an afternoon performance at 4 p.m. Wa l k \X/lth M e
Rehearsals for the cantata will be Sunday mornings
at 9:45 a.m. in the choir room and will continue until
the cantata. Want to sing with us? Ask any choir

member or me and we will get you all set up! . ol Pepper ChO lip
Instrume by Stan Pethel

Through the Passion and Resurrection of Christ
-

Have you been thinking about singing with the
Chancel Choir? We are a group of people who love
singing and sharing Christ’s message through
music. We all come to choir with different levels

of singing ability, but the beauty is in how we work
together. If you want to come and try us out
without any judgment, please feel free. Want to
know more? See me or send me an email to
peputnam(@yahoo.com.

Musically Yours,
Paul E Putnam, Minister of Music
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Tax Seminar—CLC (after worship)

Women’s Bible Study—CLC (9:45 a.m.) /ast class & luncheon
Blood Drive at Oakland—CLC (10 am. to 2 p.m.) sign up online
Welcome Committee—Little Kitchen (after worship)
Pastor-Parish Committee (after worship)

Set up for Luncheon—CLC

Lunch for congregation given by the Deacons—CILC (after worship)
Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Pam, Ella Mae, and 1 eslie

Men’s Fellowship—Lou Haddad’s home, 4950 Exeter Dr. (6 p.m.)
Healthy Suffolk—CLC (1-4 p.m.)

Loaves & Fishes Drive Thru—CLC (11 a.m.)

Movie Night—CLC details to be announced

Bell Choir Performance (during worship)

Deadline for newsletter articles

Easter Pie Baking—CLC (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)

Easter Pie Baking—CLC (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Easter Pie Baking—CLC (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Great Suffolk Cleanup—meet at church (9 a.m.)

Palm Sunday Cantata—Worship (11 a.m.)

Easter Egg Hunt and activities—CLC (after worship)

Palm Sunday Cantata (4 p.m.)
Easter Pie Baking—CLC (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.)
Easter Pie Baking—CLC (8 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Bell Choir rebearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rebearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night.

Minister of Music will communicate exceptions to practice.

Zoie Wise
Ann Johnson
Clayton Curliss
Roger Burton
John Mitchell
Frank Daniels
Cheryl Rudd

Samantha Fly
Danise Archer
Kathleen Stump
Darden Langston
Marie Marr

Lynn Barrett
Dana Mitchell
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Kasie Wilson 1
Steve Wilson 3




Council Highlights

Council has had a productive start to 2026.

In January, we met to welcome new Council
members and plan for the year ahead. New
Council members are Otto Wegman, member-
at-large; Samantha Fly, Board of Christian
Education representative; and Rick Vroman,
Board of Deacons representative.

Goals for Council this year include improving
communication with the congregation by
increasing the number of Church Conferences
and offering Council reports at church
gatherings as appropriate; reviewing the
strategic plan and empowering committees

to complete needed tasks; and reviewing our
governing documents to ensure the church is
being well managed. In addition, the Council
will be changing their monthly meeting to the
second Wednesday of each month in order to
provide enough time for input to the monthly
newsletter.

During our most recent Council meeting,
Council authorized the Pastor to put together

a Request for Proposals and engage with
consulting firms for a governance consultant

to work with the Council. In addition to our
volunteer structure, Council is evaluating the
paid staffing of the church by working with

the Pastor to create a position for Community
Engagement and Formation, as well as
requesting the Personnel Committee to evaluate
duties of our current staff members, how those

positions suit the needs of the church and any
changes required.

Council continues to monitor progress on the
Sarick Estate and the Facilities Task Group. The
attorney representing the estate has been slow
to communicate and transition the property,
but Council is hopeful we can make positive
progress in the coming weeks.

Doug Naismith gave Council a comprehensive
review of the work that the Facilities Task
Group is overseeing, specifically highlighting
the structural engineer’s concerns over the back
building and what they are hoping to glean from
turther inspections of the fellowship hall and
sanctuary. Safety is the number 1 priority, and
we will be implementing items related to safety
in the near future, minimal usage of the back
second floor of the older addition. Moving the
Pastor’s and church secretary’s offices to the
front of the church is a top priority.

Pastor Stump announced that we will be adding
2-4 members to the congregation in the near
future.

Council is committed to moving the church in
a positive direction and welcomes any feedback
and questions along the way. We look forward
to updating the congregation after our next
meeting and at the Deacon Shepherd’s
Luncheon.

NECTED



Mardi Gras Sunday




Church survey results are in

Eighty members of Oakland

Christian UCC recently

participated in our Growth

Survey, offering thoughtful

and heartfelt feedback about

tellowship, outreach,

leadership, facilities, and the

future of our church. The S

message 1s clear: we care

deeply about our congregation

and want to see it thrive.

Several priorities emerged in  unity, and ensure our facilities We encourage you to read the

the survey results. We want to  are safe, welcoming, and tull Growth Survey Executive
strengthen relationships, invest functional. There is also a Summary, which is attached

in youth and families and strong desire to clarify our separately, and prayerfully
underserved demographics, shared identity while balancing consider how God is calling us
expand meaningful outreach, tradition with thoughtful forward together.

improve communication and  change.

Registration for Johns River NEWS FROM opportunities for a Paddle

Valley Camp is open! Camp and a Caving Camp.

o And high schoolers can go
to a Paddle Camp or a High
Adventure Camp.

Don’t forget that our church
budget includes paying half of
the camp registration fee for all o Rising 3rd-5th graders can

church youth. There are really experience an Arts and Check out jrvc.org for more
amazing camps planned this Crafts Camp or a Cooking  information! If you have any
year. Camp. questions, ask Pastor Stump.

» Rising 5th-8th graders have

Photo opportunities provided this month

Oakland is currently updating  Realm and, if there is sufficient and minimize wait times.

photos in Realm. Chris Hase  interest, a future church Sessions are planned before
has generously volunteered to  directory. and after 11 a.m. Sunday
take studio-quality photos of services, during the day on
individuals and families. He Photos will be taken againsta  Tuesdays, and early Thursday
will set up a temporary photo  light gray backdrop. Sign-up evenings through March 15.
studio at the church, where sheets will be available to

photos can be taken for use in  schedule 10-minute sessions



Lend a hand with
Easter pie sale

We all had a vacation from Easter Pies last year
but are back on board for Easter 2026.

We will revitalize a long-time tradition as we
once again turn our kitchen into a bakery. The

smells of coconut, pecan, lemon and chocolate |

chess pies will be filling our kitchen and CLC
beginning March 25.

Pies will be baked on selected days (determined
by order requirements) from March 25-31. We
are grateful that, once again, Bo Russell, owner
of Holiday Ice, will be lending us the use of a
treezer truck. We will assemble orders
Wednesday, April 1. Pies will be available for
delivery April 2 and 3.

And so, let the rumpus begin! We will need pie
sellers, box folders, egg beaters, butter melters,
ingredient assemblers, pie bakers, pecan
choppers, lemon zesters, folks to put pies in
plastic bags, folks to wash dishes (lots of
dishes), folks to put pies in boxes and assemble
orders and folks to deliver orders.

Surely one of these jobs jumped right out at
you as something you have just been waiting to

do. The jobs are many, and we need YOU to
make this a successful event. Proceeds will be
going to Loaves and Fishes, which is an
ecumenical and civic Chuckatuck community
food program that provides a free bag of
groceries to recipients on the third Thursday of
each month.

Pies will cost $13, and order forms will be
available beginning March 1. The deadline for
orders is March 22. Please remember that early
orders help us plan ahead.

A sign-up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall
by March 8. Please sign up! YOUR hands are
needed.

Contact Pam Saunders at 757-635-8125 or
pmsaunders@aol.com with questions.

Help our church with Great Suffolk Cleanup

Keep Suffolk Beautiful has
announced the return of the
2026 Great Suffolk Cleanup,
taking place on March 27 and
28 throughout the city.

The Great Suffolk Cleanup
isn’t just about picking up

Christian UCC.

litter—it brings our whole
community together. None of
it would be possible without
the incredible support from
local partners, both public and
private, such as Oakland

Oakland Christian UCC hopes
to have a large group of
participants this year. Those
who would like to sign up can
contact Rob Rhodes. See more
information on the flier
included in this newsletter.







the GREAT
SUFFOLK
CLEANUP

7 MARCH 27-28

Groups, businesses, families, and individuals
are encouraged to participate! Choose any spot
in Suffolk to clean up! Cleanup supplies are
provided for all registered participants.

z1(®°] REGISTER
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CLEANUP
TODAY!
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CHOOSE A REGISTER PICKUP CLEAN UP
SPOTTO CLEAN YOUR CLEANUP FREESUPPLIES ONMARCH 27-28
—— (or another day)
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 757.514.7604 KSB@SUFFOLKVA.US
WWW.SUFFOLKVA.US/CLEANUP

NEED HELP FINDING A CLEANUP SPOT? WE CAN HELP!

WEHANDLE
TRASH PICKUP

KEEP SUFFOLK




Scholarship applications available now

Oakland’s Becky Godwin by calling the church office at  must be a member of Oakland

Memorial Scholarship 757-255-4353 or emailing Christian UCC.

applications will be available office@oaklanducc.com.

beginning April 1, 2026. Completed applications will be Scholarship Sunday will be
due back to the church office  celebrated on May 31, 2026.

Applications can be requested by May 1, 2026. Recipients

Blood Drive
Oakland Christian UCC

Community Life Center
5641 Godwin Blvd
Suffolk, VA 23434
Saturday, March 7, 2026
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

+ American
L Red Cross




If you believe that God is calling you to
be a member of this congregation,
please let us know with a call to our
church office. We can help you join by
baptism or profession of faith, as a
transfer, or by reinstatement.

It would be wonderful to have you in
our Church Family!

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To share God’s love with all people,
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength.

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ
P. O. Box 2008
Suffolk, VA 23432

MARCH 2026
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump

Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam
Secretary: Connie Edwards

Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper

Telephone: (757) 255-4353
Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday

Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com

Website: www.OaklandUCC.org
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