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“That’s the cycle of
life. We live, we love,
we lose.”

{ Those were the wise
| and grounding words
shared with me by
my counselor at
Tidewater Pastoral
Counseling. They’ve
stayed with me
because of how simple and how true they are.

As part of the Eastern Virginia Association of
the United Church of Christ, we are blessed that
the resources of Tidewater Pastoral Counseling
are available to all of us here at Oakland
Christian UCC. I can’t recommend them enough.
Life brings its share of joys and burdens, and we
are not meant to carry them alone.

This truth feels especially close during this
season of the church year. Holy Week itself can
feel like a roller coaster of the soul. We move
from the triumph of Palm Sunday, to the
intimacy of Maundy Thursday, to the brutal
reality of Good Friday, the stillness of Holy
Saturday, and finally the joy of Easter morning.

It is an emotional and spiritual journey—one we
return to year after year. And each time, we walk
it together.

We wave palms. We gather at the table. We hear
again the story of the cross. And then we
celebrate resurrection with bright colors, music,

and joy-filled hearts.

The Rhythm of Holy Week

And yet, when Easter morning passes, that
heightened feeling may begin to fade. But the
truth at the heart of it all does not fade.

We will live.
We will love.
We will lose.

This rhythm continues throughout our lives. And
as we are reminded in scripture, we are given one
another so that we do not walk this path alone.

That is what our shared life together is all
about—through casseroles delivered in times of
need, fellowship gatherings, prayer circles,
deacon flocks, coffee hours, pie baking, and
preparations for events like Fall Fest. These are
more than activities; they are the ways we live out
our calling to care for one another. The
conversations, the trust building, the teamwork;
it’s all a testimony in action of our shared faith in
God and our love for one another.

This is the thythm of Holy Week.
This is the thythm of life.

Thanks be to God for the people of Oakland
Christian United Church of Christ—and for
congregations like it—who embody the body of
Christ: holding us when we need to be held,
lifting us in times of joy, and helping to mend
our hearts when they are broken.

Christ died. Christ was resurrected. Christ will
come again. And again, and again, and again.
Each time, each of you participate with others in
the cycle of life, love, and loss.

—Pastor Jason
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From the Music Corner:

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!

Fought the fight, the battle won, Allelnia!

Deatly in vain forbids Him rise, Allelnia!
Christ has opened paradise. Allelnia!

Happy Easter! “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” has always been my absolute favorite Easter
hymn since I was a child. As I’'ve gotten older, I really like to read the wisdom of the verses
written after verse #1. We all seem to know the words of the first verse of a hymn, but we fall
short in our memory of the words that follow. I love the words “Christ has opened paradise” in
the third verse. I challenge you to really look at words in the later verses of the hymns we sing.

I would like to give a huge shout-out to our Handbell Choir and our Chancel Choir for always
stepping up and being there week in and week out. Your presence and participation in the music

program enriches our worship experience every week. Thank a choir member when you see
them!

Have you been thinking about singing with the Chancel Choir? We are a group of people who
love singing and sharing Christ’s message through music. We all come to choir with different
levels of singing ability, but the beauty is in how we work together. If you want to come and try
us out without any judgment, please feel free. Want to know more? See me or send me an email
to

peputnam@yahoo.com.

Alleluia! Alleluial

Musically Yours,
Panl E Putnanm
Minister of Music




CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Wednesday April 1 Easter Pie Assembly—CLC (see pie chart to sign up)
Thursday  April 2 Easter Pie Pickup—CLC (9 a.m. to noon)

Thursday — April 2 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service—CLC (6 p.m.)

Friday April 3 Easter Pie Pickup—CLC (9 a.m. to noon)

Friday April 3 Good Friday—Wesley Chapel (7 p.m.)

Sunday April 5 Easter Sunrise Service—Sarick Legacy Farm (6:30 a.m.)
Sunday April 5 Easter Sunday—Sanctuary (11 a.m.)

Wednesday April 8 Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)

Sunday April 12 Called Conference (immediately following worship)

Thursday  April 16 Loaves & Fishes Drive-Thru Food Distribution—CLC Portico (11 a.m.)
Tuesday April 21 Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Dana Mitchell & Mary Haddad
Tuesday April 21 Men’s Fellowship—Mod Olive, 115 N. Main St. (6 p.m.)
Saturday  April 25 Sarick Farm Yard Sale —“Pay What You Will” (9 a.m. to noon)
Sunday April 26 BOCE Church Lunch—CLC (immediately following worship)
Monday April 27 Sarick Committee Meeting—Godwin Room (7 p.m.)

April 6-12, Pastor Stump will be on a spiritual retreat.

Bell Choir rebearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rebearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night.

Minister of Music will communicate exceptions to practice.

Scholarship applications available now

Oakland’s Becky Godwin by calling the church office at  must be a member of Oakland
Memorial Scholarship 757-255-4353 or emailing Christian UCC.

applications are available office@oaklanducc.com.

beginning April 1, 2026. Completed applications will be  Scholarship Sunday will be

due back to the church office  celebrated on May 31, 2026.
Applications can be requested by May 1, 2026. Recipients

4 Dani Howell 4 Jule West 17

‘ Sandra Johnston 7 Deborah Harrell 20

» ,A\ D [‘2' I_ * Lisa Shearin 10 Danna Vroman 20

- Charlotte Fly 10 Rusty Schneider 21
Riley Billings 16 Ray Bunch 24

Terri Howell 3 Betty Dickinson 17 Lee Langston 26

Sharon Curliss 4 Leslie Peterfeso 17 Gail Matthews 29



Palm Sunday at Oakland Christian UCC included two cantata performances,
a processional of palms and plenty of Easter activities for the children. There were 146
people in attendance at the 11 a.m. cantata, and 70 people at the 4 p.m. cantata.




A Called Conference will be held

immediately following worship on April 12,

2020, to hear a report from the Building

\ Task Group, receive an update on the

project, and consider a recommendation for
additional funding. The conference will also

include the topic of the pastot’s housing

CONFERENCE "=




Members of Oakland
Christian UCC helped
bake dozens of Easter pies
for the annual sale.

New members Bob and
Betsy Bowman were

welcomed to the church
in March.




The Sarick Legacy

Nick and Margaret Sarick left a legacy gift
to the church, including their personal
items. The items were sold over a three-day
estate sale last month.

To clear out the remaining items, come
treasure hunting Saturday, April 25, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sarick Farm.
Everything is “Pay What You Will.”

The Women’s Wednesday Bible Study concluded its seven-session study of “A Jesus
Shaped Life” with a delicious luncheon.

Oakland Christian UCC participated in the Great Suffolk Cleanup on March 27-28.
Members served our community by helping to pick up trash along roadsides near the
church.




Oakland Christian UCC

members helped prepare a
meal for a church hosting the
CAPS Night Stay program.

Oakland Christian UCC- Community Life Center
5641 Godwin Blvd
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SARICK RIVER FARM
6986 CRITTENDEN RD

In the quiet beauty of the morning—where light
breaks through and hope is made new.




Celebrating our nursery ministry

Oakland Christian UCC is truly
blessed in our nursery ministry.
Rhonda Culpepper, who leads
our nursery, is an Farly
Childhood Development
professional and educator

with numerous credentials

and certifications. We could
not ask for someone more
qualified to care for and

purune cut s mesbers. NURSERY MINISTRY

Her presence is something to
celebrate and share with
others.

Each week, Rhonda provides
thoughtful, age-appropriate
learning experiences for

children ages 3 and under.
Lessons are gently shaped

faith, and belonging.

We are also thankful for
Deandra Parks and Anne
Spady, who faithfully serve as
substitutes when needed.

To ensure we provide the
safest and most
developmentally appropriate
environment possible, our
nursery ministry is specifically
designed for children ages 3
and under. We appreciate your

around biblical themes and the partnership in helping us
liturgical seasons of the church maintain that focus.

year, offering our youngest
disciples a foundation of love,
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Oakland
Christian
UCC
Outreach
Committee
prepared
and served
a lovely
community
meal on

Feb. 28.

Carole and
Jade helped
deliver Meals
on Wheels in
March.

The draped
cross on the
front lawn
during Holy
Week provides
a powerful
symbol of
Christ’s death
and
resurrection.



The Deacon’s Flock Luncheon in March helped build connections by having all
members eat lunch with their deacons at the table.

The Loaves & Fishes
Food Distribution every
month assists many of
our neighbors who deal
with food insecurity. Ask
Pastor Stump how you
can get involved.




Oakland Christian UCC

JowF e Grass

Discover ways to find peace, heal within, and
live fully through short outdoor experiences
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* Sarick Legacy Property
6986 (rittenden Road

rsyp to: pastorstump@gmail.com



If you believe that God is calling you to
be a member of this congregation,
please let us know with a call to our
church office. We can help you join by
baptism or profession of faith, as a
transfer, or by reinstatement.

It would be wonderful to have you in
our Church Family!

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

To share God’s love with all people,
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength.

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ
P. O. Box 2008
Suffolk, VA 23432

APRIL 2026
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump

Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam
Secretary: Connie Edwards

Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper
Communications Assistant: Tracy Cooper

Telephone: (757) 255-4353
Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday

Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com

Website: www.OaklandUCC.org

o &




