
 

GOOD TIDINGS newsletter 

 

                               

If  you’ve looked at 
our church sign the 
past few months, you 
may have noticed the 
message on our sign: 
“Bonus 
Grandparents Inside. 
Come and Be 
Loved.”  
 
I’ve heard a little 

concern about it. People have asked, “Does it 
make us sound… old?” Well — yes. And that 
might be one of  the most honest and hopeful 
things we can say. Because here’s the truth: in a 
world where so many people feel disconnected, 
what we have is something deeply needed. 
 
We have people who know how to stay. People 
who show up. People who remember names and 
birthdays, tell stories, cook meals, and care 
deeply. In other words — we have bonus 
grandparents. 
 
There’s a common assumption that younger 
people are only looking for flashy programs, loud 
music, or something trendy. But research — and 
experience — tell a different story. 
 
Studies like Barna’s research on intergenerational 
connections show that younger generations are 
actually longing for meaningful relationships 
across age groups. They don’t just want peers — 
they want mentors, wisdom, and connection. 
 
The Fuller Youth Institute emphasizes that 
young people thrive when they feel heard, 
valued, and connected to a broader community 

— not separated into silos. 
 
And according to Lifeway Research, one of  the 
key ways “older” churches become younger isn’t 
by abandoning who they are — but by building 
authentic relationships across generations. 
 
Even more beautifully, Rooted Ministry reminds 
us that these relationships aren’t one-way. They 
are mutual blessings — where wisdom, energy, 
faith, and perspective flow in every direction. 
 
Here in our community, we are surrounded by 
military families and others who are living in a 
place where they didn’t grow up. Many are far 
from home. Far from their parents. Far from 
their grandparents. 
 
What would it mean for them to walk into a 
place where someone smiles and says: 
“We’re glad you’re here.” 
“Sit with us.” 
“Tell me your story.” 
 
What would it mean for a child to have someone 
cheer them on who isn’t related by blood, but 
loves them just the same? That’s not a weakness; 
that’s a gift. It’s not a mark against us to be a 
congregation full of  older folks; it’s a blessing to 
be used as an abundant resource. By the way, we 
already do much of  that. We just don’t see it as 
the blessing it is.  
 
Younger generations have a strong sense for 
what is real and what isn’t. They are better at 
seeing through gimmicky marketing, overdone 
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From the Music Corner: 
 

In The Bulb There is a Flower 
By Natalie Sleeth 

 
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of  winter there's a spring that waits to be,  

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
“In the Bulb There is a Flower” has been a favorite post-Easter hymn of  mine for some time 
now. The gentle melody with text revealing different ways we can see Jesus’ resurrection in 
nature all around us feels like a nice warm hug! 
 
Calling all men!! On Mother’s Day, May 10, we will have a men’s choir. Come meet at 10:10 a.m. 
in the choir room behind the sanctuary. 
 
Looking ahead, the Bell Choir will be practicing during the month of  May and playing during 
worship on June 7. 
 
We are so blessed with so many people willing to dedicate their time to practicing and sharing in 
the music ministry here at Oakland. Take a moment and thank a choir member or a bell choir 
ringer! 
 
Have you been thinking about singing with the Chancel Choir? We are a group of  people who 
love singing and sharing Christ’s message through music. We all come to choir with different 
levels of  singing ability, but the beauty is in how we work together. If  you want to come and 
“try” us out without any judgment, please feel free. Want to know more? Just ask a choir 
member!  

Musically Yours, 
Paul E Putnam 

Minister of  Music 



 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Ralph Howell 2 
Brian Helms  5 
Rainell Rowell 7 
Karen Schine 9 
Kirsten Creely 9 
Connor Zydron 9 
Alaina Smith  11 
Rhonda Culpepper 13 
Charles Johnson 15 
Gary Macklin 17 
Patricia Branche 20 
Marguerite Butler 20  

102 years old! 
Molly Nelms  21 
Paul Putnam  22 
Jane Arthur  22 
Isabelle Langston 25 
Lorraine Gayle 26 
Gabe Hathaway 26 
Nancy Spady  26 
Erin Whitley  27 

Saturday May 9 Outdoor experience—Sarick Property (2 p.m.) RSVP to Jason 

Wednesday May 13 Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.) 

Tuesday May 19 Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Susie, Lynn, Linda 

Tuesday May 19 Men’s Fellowship—Il Paesano Pizza, 2815 Godwin Blvd. (6 p.m.) 

Thursday May 21 Loaves & Fishes food distribution—CLC Portico (11 a.m.) 

Sunday May 24 Church Luncheon—CLC (immediately following worship)  

Monday May 25 Church Office Closed for Memorial Day 

Monday May 25 Deadline for June Newsletter 

          

Bell Choir rehearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rehearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night. 

Minister of  Music will communicate exceptions to practice. 

Charlotte Fly helps clean up the Community Life 
Center after an event. 



 

programming, false narratives, and unrealistic 
promises than perhaps any generation before 
them. Still, they don’t expect perfection. They 
don’t need us to pretend to be something we’re 
not. What they’re drawn to is authenticity. And 
there is nothing more authentic than a church 
that says: 
“This is who we are. 
We love deeply. 
We care for one another. 
And there’s room for you here too.” 
 
So yes, we have bonus grandparents. We have 

people who will pray for you. People who will 
notice if  you’re missing. People who will 
celebrate your joys and sit with you in your 
struggles. And in a world that often feels 
disconnected and transactional, that kind of  
love is not outdated. It’s exactly what people are 
searching for. 
 
Recognize the light that we are, keep shining it, 
and those who seek it will continue to find their 
way to journey with us.  
 

—Pastor Jason 

Pastor Jason’s letter, continued 



 



 

The Men’s Fellowship 
met at the Mod Olive 

on April 21. Chris, 
Jason, Paul, Rick, Lou, 
John Mitchell, Randy, 
Carl, Jule, Bob, Rich, 
Leroy, Brad and Doug 

(taking the picture) 
were in attendance. 

With Oakland’s own Paul Putnam and Peggy Muse! 



 

Would you like to gain a few 
tools to help you find more 
moments of  peace, heal inside, 
and just reconnect with God's 
wonderful creation?  
 
We had a wonderful time on April 
18 sharing some of  those tools 
and experiencing them together. 
Several folks weren't able to make 

it, and perhaps you've heard from 
those who attended how much 
they enjoyed it.  
 
So, we are doing it again! Join us 
at 2 p.m. May 9 at the Sarick 
Legacy Property. Bring a 
comfortable chair, a refreshing 
drink, and a willing spirit. You 
may wish to apply some 

sunscreen and insect repellent as 
well. Comfortable shoes will help 
the experience and if  you are 
willing to remove them and feel 
the grass on your bare feet, you'll 
find an even richer experience.  
 
Please email Pastor Stump to 
RSVP at 
pastorstump@gmail.com. 



 



 

  

          

 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Statement of Purpose 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 

 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY ON 
FAITH, HOPE, AND 
LOVE 

 

Oakland Christian United Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 2008  
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Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
Secretary: Connie Edwards  
Financial Secretary: Deandra Parks  
Nursery Attendant: Rhonda Culpepper 
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                  Telephone: (757) 255-4353  
  Office Hours: 10 AM to 3 PM Monday - Thursday 
 
           Email: Office@OaklandUCC.com  
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