
 

GOOD TIDINGS newsletter 

 

                               

Recently I found 
myself  traveling back 
and forth across the 
mid-Atlantic — from 
Hampton Roads to 
Pennsylvania to 
Northern Virginia and 
back again. They were 
not ordinary trips, but 
important ones. 
 

One journey took me to Joint Base Myer-
Henderson Hall near Arlington National 
Cemetery for the retirement ceremony of  my 
longtime friend, Col. Mark Denton, pictured 
with me above. Mark has had a distinguished 
Army career, serving in positions of  tremendous 
responsibility, including at The Pentagon. His 
ceremony was filled with military dignitaries, 
generals, family, and friends. I sat with fellow 
graduates from Norwich University, where Mark 
and I first met as freshmen enduring the 
intensity of  “Rookdom,” Norwich’s demanding 
military-style first-year experience. 
 
The hugs and stories among old friends felt like  
a family reunion. Some of  us had not seen each 
other in decades, yet those bonds returned 
immediately. There are friendships forged in 
hardship and shared experience that never fully 
disappear. 
 
But another trip took me to Pennsylvania to say 
goodbye to a different kind of  friend. John’s life 
looked very different from Mark’s on paper. He 
never stood before generals or dignitaries. His 
journey carried struggles, hard decisions, and 
difficult roads. Yet John possessed something 

deeply valuable: honesty, loyalty, authenticity,  
and compassion. When I returned home years 
ago to pastor my home church, some old 
relationships became strained. But not with John. 
He reached out. He welcomed me. We shared 
cigars, conversations, laughter, stories about our 
children, and reflections on life’s mistakes and 
grace. 
 
At his visitation, I hugged his children, looked 
through family photographs, and thanked God 
for his life. 
 
As I reflected on both trips, I realized something 
important. One friend retired with military 
honors. Another was remembered quietly by 
family and hometown friends. Yet both were 
people whose wisdom I valued, whose friendship 
shaped me, and whose lives mattered deeply. 
 
Proverbs 17:17 says, “A friend loves at all times, 
and kinsfolk are born to share adversity.” 
Friendship has a way of  cutting through the 
measurements our world often uses to define 
success or worth. Titles, careers, income, 
accomplishments — those things may tell part 
of  a story, but they do not tell the whole story  
of  a human life. 
 
Mark and John are both children of  God. Both 
loved their families. Both offered friendship, 
honesty, and care. Both helped shape the person 
I became. Perhaps that is enough to remember 
when we meet one another. 
 
May everyone who enters our faith community 
come closer to experiencing that kind of  love, 
grace, and belonging.                   —Pastor Jason 

‘A friend loves at all times’ 



 

From the Music Corner: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons blessed Trinity! 

 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” has always been one of  my absolute favorite hymns. Between the majestic 
melody paired with a powerful text, and the feeling I get when playing and/or singing it, this 
hymn has always had a special place in my heart. This is the quintessential Trinity Sunday hymn. 
 
Come and listen to the Handbell Choir as they play 
during worship on Sunday, June 7.  Although they make 
it look “easy,” playing bells involves so many different 
skills all happening at the same time. I am so grateful 
that we have bells as another way to worship our God! 
 
Calling all women to come sing for Father’s Day Sunday 
on June 21. We will gather in the choir room (behind the 
sanctuary) to rehearse beginning at 10:10 a.m. All are 
welcome! 
 
May you 
continue to be 
blessed by the 
music at Oakland 
each Sunday. 
  
Musically Yours, 
Paul E Putnam 
Minister of  Music 



 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Tracy Cooper 3 
Laura Arcand    10 
Mildred King    13 
Beth Macklin    14 
John Biggs     19 
Marti Putnam    23 
Jeff  Edwards    23 

Katie Humphrey     24 
Linda Lowers     24 
Anne Barden Spady   26 
Bobby Winslow     29 
Donna Lancaster     29 

Monday June 1  Sarick Committee Meeting—Godwin Sunday School Room (7 p.m.)  

Wednesday June 10 Council Meeting—Little Kitchen (6 p.m.)  

Tuesday June 16 Jewels—CLC (6 p.m.) hostesses Susan Bunch, Theresa Beale, and Cynthia West 

Tuesday June 16 Men’s Fellowship—George’s Steakhouse, 1260 Holland Road (6 p.m.) 

Thursday June 18 Loaves & Fishes Food Distribution Drive-Up—CLC Portico (11 a.m.) 

Sunday June 21 Grab & Go Ice Cream (immediately following worship) 

Thursday June 25 Deadline for July Newsletter Articles 

          

Bell Choir rehearsals are at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir rehearsals at 7:30 p.m., every Thursday night. 

Minister of  Music will communicate exceptions to practice. 

This summer at Oakland 
Christian UCC, we will begin a 
new worship series exploring 
faith, creation, community, and 
the deep human longing for 
belonging. 
 
Drawing on scripture alongside 
the music of  artists like Willie 
Nelson, Tyler Childers, Chris 
Stapleton, Mavis Staples, and 
others, Soul of  the Land will 
reflect on what it means to care 
for creation, care for one 
another, and reconnect with 
the sacredness of  place. For 

too long the Church has 
responded to the needs of  
people with pre-packaged 
programs, rather than a place 
of  belonging, inclusion, justice, 
and rooted love. 
 
The church has always listened 
for echoes of  truth in the 
voices of  ordinary people — 
poets, prophets, laborers, 
musicians, and storytellers. 
Together, we will listen closely 
to songs rooted in land, 
longing, and hope, asking what 
they might reveal alongside 

Scripture about the life God 
calls us to share. 
 
As Oakland Christian UCC 
continues discerning the future 
of  our evolving ministry, this 
series will invite us to imagine 
how land and building space 
can become more than 
property — how it can become 
ministry, hospitality, healing, 
and community. 
 
More details and dates will be 
announced soon. 

Summer Sermon Series: Soul of  the Land 



 

Oakland Christian UCC worshiped  
in the CLC during construction work  

in the sanctuary. Portions of  the ceiling 
and walls in the fellowship hall and 

sanctuary were removed to complete a 
thorough inspection of  structural 

integrity before moving forward with 
repairs. 



 

The Men’s 
Fellowship met 
at Il Paesano on 

May 19. 

Hello Church,  
 
We are excited to announce a new logo that will be used for our 
church. I want to thank all of  the feedback from both surveys from 
the church and Facebook. You will be seeing this logo appear in 
future publications from the church, as well as stickers and other 
promotional items.  
 

—Robert Fly 



 



 

  

          

 

If you believe that God is calling you to 
be a member of this congregation, 

please let us know with a call to our 
church office. We can help you join by 

baptism or profession of faith, as a 
transfer, or by reinstatement. 

  

It would be wonderful to have you in  
our Church Family!  

     

Statement of Purpose 
 

To share God’s love with all people, 
To serve the Lord with humility and kindness,   
To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY 
ON FAITH, HOPE, 
AND LOVE 

 

JOIN US ON LIFE'S 
JOURNEY  

 

OUR ROOTS ARE 
PLANTED FIRMLY ON 
FAITH, HOPE, AND 
LOVE 
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Pastor: Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of Music: Paul E. Putnam 
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