
 

 

NURSERY CARE FROM BIRTH TO 3 YEARS OLD 
During the worship service we provide nursery care.  Please ask an usher for help.           
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
To share God’s love with all people. 

 To serve the Lord with humility and kindness. 

 To grow with the Lord in wisdom and strength. 

 
FOR PASTORAL ASSISTANCE  

Pastor Jason Stump 757-630-6577  
pastorstump@gmail.com  

Pastor Stump welcomes the opportunity to walk alongside you through the joys, questions,        
challenges, and transitions of  life and faith.  

He is available to meet in person by  appointment and may also be reached by 
phone, text, or email. For non-urgent matters, please call or text Monday through Thursday     

between 8am and 8pm For pastoral emergencies, please reach out at any time. 
 

Noise-Cancelling Headphones Available 
To help make worship welcoming and accessible for everyone, noise-cancelling 

headphones for both adults and children are available. If  you or a family member 
would like to use a pair during worship, please see an usher before the service. We 

hope this resource helps everyone participate in worship comfortably.  
                    

 

Whoever you are or wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!  

 

 

Oakland Christian Church Staff 
Pastor                       pastorstump@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Jason Stump 
Minister of  Music     peputnam@yahoo.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul E. Putnam 
Church Secretary      office@oaklanducc.com   . . . . . . . . .  . . . . Connie Edwards 
Financial Secretary   finsec@oaklanducc.com. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  Deandra Parks 
Communications Assistant  communications@oaklanducc.com  . . Tracy Cooper 
Nursery Attendant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  . . Rhonda Culpepper    
 
   Office Hours 10 AM to 3 PM Monday through Thursday 
                office@oaklanducc.com     
                      (757) 255-4353           

FIRST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oakland Christian United Church of  Christ Est. 1872  

       Sunday, August 30, 2026 

Whoever you are or wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!  



 

 

                                            Attendance (Last Sunday):  97  
           
          Weekly General Fund Giving   (Aug. 17 - Aug. 23) $    3,779.70    

             Year-to-date General Fund Giving (Jan - Aug. 23)     $185,661.58                             
                                  Includes in-person, online, and mailed in offerings.  

Offering Envelopes call the office 757-255-4353 and Connie will be happy to  
provide offering envelopes.      

Contributing to Worship Today 

Minister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Jason Stump  

Minister of  Music . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paul Putmam 

Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dana Mitchell   

Please sign the red pad to let us know you’re worshiping with us today  

Adult Spiritual Formation  (Nursery Available) 

Sunday 10am to 10:45am    
Friendship Class - Sunday School Room - Godwin Hall 1st Floor  
Sunday 11am - Worship Gathering in the Sanctuary  

    CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Mon    Aug 31       Anne Hodgson Funeral - Church (2pm) 

Mon    Aug  31      Stewardship Meeting - CLC (6pm) 

Mon    Sept. 7       Office Closed - Labor Day 

Wed    Sept  9       Council Meeting - Godwin Room (6pm) 

Sun     Sept 13      Church Picnic -  Haddad’s - 4950 Exeter Drive (following worship)  

Tue     Sept 15       Jewels - CLC (6pm) hostesses Julie J., Danna V., and Sharon  W. 

Tue  Sept 15      Jewels - Men’s Fellowship - To be advised (6pm) 

       Bell Choir rehearsals 6:30pm and Chancel Choir rehearsals 7:30pm, every Thursday night.  

                           Minister of  Music will communicate exceptions to practice. 

Online Giving 

                     Invitation to Generosity 

Please share your tithes and offerings by using the 
plates in the rear of  the sanctuary.   

Church Leadership Nominations for 2027 
Nominations for Oakland Christian UCC 2027 Elected Boards & Committees 
are open. Positions include:  *Council Moderator   *Assistant Moderator    
*Treasurer  *Council at Large *Board of  Trustees *Board of  Christian              
Education   *Personnel Committee  

Please submit nominations by September 15, 2026 to: 
Betty Rhodes – betty.rhodes@outlook.com 
Karen Schine – karenschinerd@verizon.net 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER  
 Oakland Meal Packing Event   Sat, Sept. 26 • 10:00 AM  

Click to register:   Meal Packaging Event - Oakland Christian UCC... - Campaign    
 

Volunteers Needed! Please register online and complete the waiver before the 
event. Online registration ensures you receive an event reminder and updates.  

No email? No problem! Paper forms will be available at the event. 

QPR Suicide Prevention Training 
At our church in the CLC  

Saturday, Sept 19 • 9am to 11am Join us for 
QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) Suicide 
Prevention Training, a practical workshop 

that teaches participants how to   recognize the 
warning signs of suicide. 

Sign up in the church office or online: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0B4DACAA2BA5FC1-64730941-
qprsuicide 

https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/meal-packaging-event-oakland-christian-ucc-suffolk-september-26-2026-suffolk-va/e813385
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4DACAA2BA5FC1-64730941-qprsuicide
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4DACAA2BA5FC1-64730941-qprsuicide
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4DACAA2BA5FC1-64730941-qprsuicide


 

 

A GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
A GATHERING ALLELUIA                   “Alleluia, Alleluia” 
 
THE WORDS OF GREETING  
 
THE PRELUDE                                 “Morning Has Broken”    

                   Megan Edwards, flute 
                         
*THE HYMN OF GATHERING          “O Worship the King”                           NO.  17      
  
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader: Like trees planted beside living water, God gathers us here. 
 
People: We come to receive the life only God can give. 
 
Leader: Christ is the vine; we are the branches. 
 
People: Root us deeply in your love. 
 
Leader: Nourished by grace, we are called to bear good fruit. 
 
People: May our lives grow in love, mercy, justice, and peace. 
 
Leader: Come, let us worship the God who gives life. 
 
All: And may that life bloom within us. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI                             NO.  35     
 YOU MAY BE SEATED . . . 

 

INVOCATION 

  
 
     
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                   IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
HOME  
Judy Gardner     Sandra Johnston   Roger Burton  Colen Hodgson   
Mildred King    Charles Johnson    Randy Rowell    

IN THE HOSPITAL, NURSING HOMES, AND REHABILITATION    
Marguerite Butler - Accordius Health  
Chris Hathaway  -  Dockside Health - Locust Hill, VA 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

Rick Rowlands (Cheryl Rowlands’ husband) 
Joe Jackson (Yolanda Jackson’s husband)  
Jeni McAllister (Doris Schompert’s daughter, Mahjongg group) 
Laura Haas (Rev. Stump’s aunt)  Lucas Roosa  (Rev. Stump’s friend) 
Julio Cortez (Peyton Wise’s Boyfriend) - Shepherd Center Rehab, Atlanta, Georgia 
Judy Gayle (Part of  our church family) 
Julie Cording (Katie Humphrey’s cousin) 
Debbie Williams (Roger and Sharon Burton’s daughter) 
Connie DiTamasso (Sharon Creekmore’s relative) 
Jean Ward (Sharon Winslow’s sister) 
Millie Taylor (Susie Eaton’s friend) 
John Byrum, Sr.. (Ginny Fly’s father) 
Eddie Mitchell (Sandra Johnston’s brother) Lori Staudy  
Jane Waller (Kim Waller’s mother) 
David Overholt (Wilma Roth’s brother-in-law) 
Tim Boyer (Cheri Babler’s friend)  
Eileen Murphy (Mary Haddad’s cousin)   
Alexa Frey (Danna & Rick Vroman’s great-niece) 
Judy Shiers (Cheryl Rudd’s friend) 
Anne Ducate (Sadie Boyer’s sister)     

 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to Colen Hodgson and family on 
the  passing of his wife, Anne Hodgson.  We pray that Gods’s love and peace 
will comfort them during this time of loss.                                                                        
          

*Stand if you are able   



 

 

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE (UNISON) 

Gracious God, 
We confess that we sometimes confuse being busy with being fruitful, 
success with faithfulness, and growth with life. Reconnect us to Christ, the 
true vine. Prune away what keeps us from loving well, and nourish within us 
compassion, generosity, courage, and grace. May the fruit of  our lives look 
more and more like Jesus.   Amen. 
 
WORDS OF GRACE  
 
CELEBRATION & DEDICATION OF OUR NEW MINISTRY SPACES 
Words of  Celebration and Gratitude 

Prayer of  Dedication 

Pastor:   For spaces where work will be done, decisions will be made, and ministries 
     will be imagined, 
People:  We dedicate these spaces to the work of  Christ. 
Pastor:    For places where conversations will happen, relationships will deepen, 
      burdens will be shared, and new possibilities will be discovered, 
People:  We dedicate these spaces to the work of  Christ. 
Pastor:    For the generosity, labor, creativity, and faithfulness that have made these 
     spaces possible, 
People:  We give thanks to God. 
Pastor::   May these rooms never exist simply for ourselves, but help equip us to 
      worship faithfully, serve generously, grow spiritually, build community, 
      and follow wherever Christ leads. 
All:         May all that happens here serve Christ and bring life to our 
               community. Amen. 

 Following the dedication, children (Pre-K through Grade 3) are welcome to join our youth 
teacher at the kids table near the little kitchen for a special time of learning and worship.    

                             
*THE PRAYER HYMN                   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                   NO. 576      
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 

               
                                                                                           

THE CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER RESPONSE 

1. Kumbayah my Lord, kumbayah. (3x) 
O Lord, kumbayah. 

2. Someone's praying, Lord, kumbayah (3x) 
 
THE SCRIPTURE PASSAGES   

      Jeremiah 17: 5-8 (OT PG. 719)                                                LITURGIST 
      Galatians 5: 13-26 (NT PG. 190)                                                LITURGIST 
      John 15: 1-12 (NT PG. 109)                                                            PASTOR 
 
SERMON                                           “BLOOM”                               
 
THE WORSHIP OF OFFERING 

  OFFERING OF OURSELVES 
  OFFERTORY MUSIC                "Amazing Grace"        Megan Edwards, flute 
   *THE DOXOLOGY                                                                            NO.  46  
   *THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING 
 
*THE PARTING HYMN       “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”                     NO. 622    
 
*THE COMMISSIONING  (UNISON)   

Let us now go forth into the world in peace,  
to be of  good courage, to hold fast to that which is good, 

 to render to no one evil for evil, to strengthen the fainthearted,  
to support the weak, to help the afflicted,  

and to rejoice in the power of  the Holy Spirit.  
 
*THE BENEDICTION 
 
*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

Go in peace and the peace of  God be with you this day,  
Go in peace and the peace of  God be with you always,  

Celebrate and share the joy! Celebrate new life,  
Go in peace and the peace of  God be with you always.  

 

*Stand if you are able   


